






Table 1. Main Categories in Local Yahoos 
Yahoo 

United States 
Yahoo  
China 

Yahoo  
Hong Kong 

Yahoo  
Korea 

Yahoo  
Thailand 

Arts & Humanities Y Y Arts Y 

Business & Economy Y Y Y Y 

Computers & Internet Y Y Y Y 

Education 
Y Y Education/ 

Learning 
Y 

Entertainment 
Y 

Y Y Y 

Government 
Government & 

Politics 
Government & 

Politics 
Y Y 

Health 
Health & 
Medicine 

Health & 
Medicine 

Health & 
Medicine 

Y 

News & Media Y Y Y Y 

Recreation & Sports 
Recreation & Life Recreation & Life Leisure Life Recreation/ 

Sports 

Reference Y Y Y Y 

Regional 
Y Y Y Provinces & 

Districts 

Science Y Y Y Y 

Social Science 
Y Y Humanities & 

Social Science 
Y 

Society & Culture Y Y Y Y 

New Additions N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Travel 

Top-Level Categories in Local Yahoo Web Directories Based on Zins’ Model 

Analyzing the top-level main categories used in nine Internet gateways including commercial portals (e.g., 
AOL, Yahoo), Zins (Zins, 2002) identified eight commonly used facets, based on which Web resources 
can be organized: (1) subjects, (2) objects, (3) applications, (4) users, (5) locations, (6) reference, (7) 
media, and (8) languages. 

Here, the ‘subjects’ facet characterizes the subject or broad discipline areas (e.g., business; education; 
science). The ‘objects’ facet refers to any types of real-world objects or entities, including organizations 
and people. The ‘applications’ facet includes any resources that are related to specific applications (e.g., 
chats, e-mails). The ‘users’ facet indicates the prospective end users. The ‘locations’ facet covers any 
resources related to geographic locations. The ‘reference’ facet refers to different reference resources 
including almanacs, dictionaries, encyclopedias, etc. The ‘media’ facet points out any media by which the 
content of the resource are expressed (e.g., graphics, radio). Finally, the ‘language’ is related to the 
language used in the Web sites. 
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When Zins’ model was used for analyzing the top-level classes, it was found that most classes belong to 
the ‘subject’ facet (See Table 2). ‘Reference’, ‘location’, ‘media’ and ‘applications’ facets were also 
present. As all the Web directories analyzed here were for individual countries and their own citizens, 
‘language’ facet was not present. ‘Users’ and ‘objects’ facets were not found either. 

Table 2. Main Categories in Local Yahoos: Facet Analysis Based on Zins’ Model 

Facets Subjects Locations Reference Media Applications 

Categories Arts & Humanities 
Business & Economy 
Computers & Internet 

Education 
Entertainment 
Government 

Health 
News & Media 

Recreation & Sports 
Science 

Social Science 
Society & Culture 

Regional Reference News & Media Travel 
(Thailand) 

Top-Level Categories in Home-Grown Web Directories 

Next, all the home-grown Web directories from four Asian countries/regions were compared in terms of 
the top-level classes. Local Yahoos were not included in this analysis as their categories were already 
analyzed and found to be similar across nations. All the main classes from two home-grown directories of 
each country/region were analyzed and compared: Sina Beijing and Sohu (China); Sina HK and Tim Way 
(Hong Kong); Empas and Naver (Korea); and Hunsa and Sanook (Thailand). As a reference, top-level 
classes from Yahoo, Google Directory, and Librarians Index from the United States were included and 
used in this analysis. As a result, top-level main categories from a total of eleven Web directories were 
analyzed, based on Zins’ model. Results are presented in Table 3. 

Table 3. Main Categories in Home-Grown Web Directories 

 United States China Hong Kong Korea Thailand 

S Arts & Humanities Arts (H)(N) Arts (T) Culture, Arts, & Society, Arts & 
(Y)(L) Literature (H)(N) Arts world (N) Religion (E) Culture (H) 

Arts (G) Culture & Arts (N) 

S Business & Business & Finance/ Property Business & Business (S) 
Economy (Y) Economy (H)(N) (T) Shopping Mall (E) Business & 

Business (G)(L) Business  Business & Economy (H) 
Buy & Sell (T) Shopping (N) 

Business & 
Economy (N) 

Economy & 
Money-Making 

Know-How (E)(N) 

S Computers & 
Internet (Y) 

Computers (G)(L) 

Computers & 
Internet (H)(N) 

Computers (T) 
Computers & 
Internet (N) 

Computers & 
Internet (E)(N) 

Computer (S) 
Internet (S) 
Computer & 
Internet (H) 

S Education (Y)(L) Education & 
Employment (N) 

Education (T) 
Education & 

Education & 
Schools (E) 

Education (S) 
Science & 
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