Out of Africaé Into International Libraries: The role of
the Library of Congress Nairobi Office in building Africana

library collections

Pamela HowardrReguindinE
Library of Congress Office
Nairobi

Meeting:

136 Bibliography

Simultaneous Interpretation:

No

WORLD LIBRARY AND IN FORMATION CONGRESS:
19-23 August 2007, Durban, South Africa

http://www.ifla.org/iv/ifla73/index.htm

73RD IFLA GENERAL CO

NFERENCE AND COUNCIL

r

ar

“r



http://www.ifla.org/iv/ifla73/index.htm

Introduction

It may be hard to believe, but books, cardboard boxes and maps are still considereg by man
airport security guardsnd customs agents be highly suspicious items, especially when
youdre traveling as a Library of Congress ac
our acquisition librarians was passing through airport security, kenistaken for a

terrorist or subversive, detained in a dark room and interrogated. His crime? Possession of

a city map of an African capital mardned wi tl
baggage and a small bundle of flattened boxes. Tipehawh been given to him by the
ambassadorodos staff to facilitate his arrival

shipping books in the next country he planned to visit. After nearly two hours of

interrogation he was finally released, ordybe later approached by his interrogator
requesting US$10 Afor a meal . o Such 1is just
tribulations librarians can go through while tryinggeetelusive Africana materialgut of

Africa and into internationdibraries
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This year marks the 45th anniversary of the Library of Congress's Overseas Operations
officesandthe £ly ear f or the Li braryés office in Nai
has a cadre of irgpid, dedicated librarians whose business it is to locate and acquire all

manner of publications, in any language, that are deemed to be of research and scholarly

value. For the staff in the Nairobi Office, this means taking periodic acquisitions trips to

some 29 sutbaharan countries; writing letters targeted to specific organizations and

agencies; attending book fairs; making personal visits to a myriad of agencies, organizations

and sometimes even authors; managing bibliographic representatives; browsing






