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Dear Mr Veness, 

Please find here attached a statement by the International Committee of the Blue

Shield expressing its deep concern with the recent lootings in East Timor resulting in 

the destruction of vital records and information.


The Blue Shield is the cultural equivalent of the Red Cross. It is the symbol specified in 

the 1954 Hague Convention for marking cultural sites to give them protection from 

attack in the event of armed conflict. It is also the name of an international 

committee set up in 1996 to work to protect the world's cultural heritage threatened

by wars and natural disasters.


The vital work of the ICBS was recognised in the Second Protocol to the Hague 

Convention, agreed in April 1999 by 84 countries. 


ICBS calls on you to ensure the protection of the unique and vulnerable records 

stored in the Truth Commission building, the National Archives and the courts. Those 

documents will serve as evidence in the future and are basic for the fight against

impunity which is one of the main concerns of the UN Secretary General. 


Thank you in advance for your help, 

Sincerely, 

Joan van Albada 
President 

P R E S I D E N T :  J O A N  V A N  A L B A D A   I C A ,  R U E  D E S  F R A N C S  B O U R G E O I S  6 0 ,   7 5 0 0 3  P A R I S ,  F R A N C E 


 T H E  I C B S  W O R K S  T O  P R O T E C T  C U L T U R A L  P R O P E R T Y  I N  T H E  E V E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  A N D  H U M A N  D I S A S T E R .  


I T  C O M P R I S E S  T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O U N C I L  O N  A R C H I V E S  ( I C A ) , 


T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O U N C I L  O F  M U S E U M S  ( I C O M ) , 


T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O U N C I L  O N  M O N U M E N T S  A N D  S I T E S  ( I C O M O S )  A N D 


T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  F E D E R A T I O N  O F  L I B R A R Y  A S S O C I A T I O N S  A N D  I N S T I T U T I O N S  ( I F L A ) 


T H E  C O - O R D I N A T I N G  C O U N C I L  O F  A U D I O V I S U A L  A R C H I V E S  A S S O C I A T I O N S  ( C C A A A )  


I C A 


