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e d i t o r i a l 

A striking coincidence: just as ICBS (the International Committee of 

the Blue Shield) was invited to sign the 2nd Protocole to the 1954 Hague 

Convention for the Protection of Cultural Heritage in the Event of Armed Conflict, 

thousands of Kosovars were being expelled from their homes, villages and country 

and NATO planes started bombing Yugoslavia. Men never learn from experience... 

We all have in mind the tragic and frightful images of the National 

Library of Sarajevo in flames and fear that something identical might happen again 

in Kosovo. But worse, we have heard from various testimonies that entire pages 

from the archives had been torn out, thus deleting the proof that men and women 

were born or had even ever existed. More serious still, before they could walk 

through the frontiers, refugees were deprived of their passports or of any other 

official identity paper. All of a sudden they existed no longer, there was no proof, 

no testimony of their ever having lived at all. Losing one's life is certainly 

irreversible and cruel but losing one's identity is nearly as fatal. Losing one's 

cultural heritage is like losing one's memory and we know that we cannot build a 

future without having roots in the past. 

I do hope that by the time this Newsletter is published a peaceful 

solution will have been found. Nevertheless I'd like to take this opportunity to urge 

anyone of you to help us organize locally Blue Shield structures and create 

National Blue Shield Committees, so that we get ready in the event of any 

forthcoming disaster. 

I trust that the library and archive community as well as our 

colleagues from the museums, monuments and sites all wish to join us in 

preventive activities to protect our common heritage whether during armed 

conflict or peace time. And let us not forget that Kosovo is not, unfortunately, the 

only place in the world where human lives and cultural heritage are at risk. 

Recently news from Guinea Bissao, Afghanistan and Central America also claims 

our attention. 


















