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Meetings

The Standing Committee met twice during the Buenos Aires conference. Seven members and thirteen
visitors attended the first meeting. During the second meeting, there were six members and four visitors
which underlined the fact that members had undertaken the offered trips this year.



Goals

The Chair announced that the Section had a current bank account of £400.00. It was agreed that this could
be used to fund speakers at the Oslo meeting, if necessary.

It was proposed that the section hold a satellite meeting at Seoul, a one day workshop on the Friday
before the IFLA conference began, on traditional medicine. This was agreed and will be included in the
strategic plan for 2005-6.

It was agreed that the section would try to develop a stronger online presence through the publication of
online papers on topics of special interest to the section, including the quality of health information.
While the IFLA web site was being redeveloped, the committee would draft a paper outlining standards
for health information, for health consumes and professionals.

Projects completed during 2003/2004 were noted: opening the health section list to public discussion,
monitoring of planning for ICML9, and the posting of a call for bids, and selection of a venue for
ICML10.

The strategic goals for the section were circulated, and changes made to the Mission statement,
broadening the scope of the section slightly to include equity of access to health information. Two goals
were removed, the section having been advised that these covered standard IFLA administrative
requirements, and others revised. Where actions had been completed, goals were removed. The new
Mission statement and goals will be posted on the Section’s web pages on the IFLA web site shortly after
the Conference concludes. Further goals were revised. It was agreed after the meeting to set up a Task
Force on Charting the Future as it was felt that this might be a useful area for IFLA to explore.

Publications

Lucretia McClure, Newsletter editor, produced three issues of the newsletter via IFLANET. Lucretia was
thanked by the Chair for her continuing role as newsletter editor.

Conference

The Open Session at Buenos Aires on health information literacy was a great success with over 100
attendees.

At the business meeting Elenice de Castro invited all present to the 9th International Congress on Medical
Librarianship, to be held in Salvador, Bahia, Brazil , September 20-23 2005. The theme of the congress
would be Commitment to Equity, and it would include ten tracks as well as plenary sessions, totaling 210
papers; 1200 delegates were expected.

The section is charged with recommending a host organization, and location for each ICML to the IFLA
Governing Board. Bids for the 10 w ICML had been requested during the year, and two proposals were
received. Both contenders were invited to make a presentation to the meeting. The two contenders were:
The University of Qatar, and the University of Queensland, Brisbane. After consideration of the two
proposals, the proposed programme, strength of local support and experience in managing a large
conference, and the financial plans outlined, it was decided to recommend the University of Queensland
as the venue for the 10 w ICML.

In the second meeting a discussion was held with the representatives of the University of Queensland
present to start planning for the meeting, to be held in Brisbane in 2009, if possible in early September.
The hosts were asked to re-examine proposed cost structures to see of the conference fee could be
lowered, and the possibility of one pre- or post-conference workshop being included in the conference fee



was discussed. The proposal was based on 1000 delegates, with 6-8 plenary sessions and 6-8 parallel
sessions.

It was decided that the theme for the next Health and Biosciences Libraries Section Open Session in Oslo
in 2005 would be Open Access. The session would be held off-site, combining a visit to the new National
hospital and Library, with a workshop at which speakers offering perspectives from both the developing
and developed world, would be invited to make presentations. It was likely this would be Thursday
afternoon - the day scheduled for library visits in the programme.) and further discussions took place with
the Science and Technology Section about using their proposed satellite session for this purpose. The
Open Session (on Tuesday or Wednesday could then be used for further papers on the topic (including the
medical publishing community), and a reports from the INASP project on the Global review of Access to
Health Information in Developing Countries. It was suggested that Elsevier be asked to provide some
sponsorship for one or both sessions.
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