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Standing Committee Meeting 1
Saturday, 13 August, 08:30 - 11:20a.m.
Note: All Section Meetings are in the Radisson Plaza /Oslo Spektrum Complex

 1. Introduction of Members and Visitors, and Apologies for Absence.
 2. Approval of Agenda.
 3. Approval of Minutes from the meetings in Buenos Aires (see Section Newsletter, No 19, December 2004).
 4. Election of the SC Officers (2005-07): Chair, Secretary, Treasurer (either with Chair or Secretary), 

Information Officer, Newsletter Editor
 5. Review of the Section’s Strategic Plan (see page Section Newsletter, pages 10-12).
 6. Report from the Chair, Gwynneth Evans.
 7. Report from the Treasurer, Gwynneth Evans.
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 8. Reports from the Secretary, Alec Williams, the Information Officer, Briony Train, and the Newsletter 
Editor, John Cole.

 9. Report on the Pre-conference Invitational Meeting (Literacy for Life), 12 August
10. Section Projects: International Reading Celebrations: Status Report and IRA/IFLA Research on Cultures of 

Literacy
11. Programme for Oslo
12. The UN Literacy Decade: continuing involvement
13. Any other business: Members’ Reports or Questions
14. Close and Section Lunch.

Standing Committee Meeting 2
Friday, 19 August, 08:00 – 10:50 a.m.

 1. Introduction of Members and Visitors, and Apologies for Absence.
 2. Debriefing on Open Session:

Session 118, Tuesday, 16 August, 13:45 - 15:45 p.m. (Libraries, Literacy and Partnership: Voyages and
Discoveries)

 3. Selection of paper for possible publication in the IFLA Journal
 4. Discussion of Programme for Seoul, 2006
 5. Development of Section Priorities, 2005-2006.
 6. Links with other sections.
 7. Section Projects.
 8. Reports from members.
 9. Any other business.
10. Close.

OPEN PROGRAMME SESSION
Tuesday, 16 August, 13:45 – 15:45 p.m.
LIBRARIES, LITERACY AND PARTNERSHIP: VOYAGES AND DISCOVERIES

“Libraries, Literacy and Partnership: Voyages and Discoveries” is the theme of the Section’s Open Programme
Session, which will be held on Tuesday, 16 August, from 13:45—15:45 p.m.  The theme is linked to the overall
conference theme, “Libraries: a Voyage of Discovery,” and to IFLA President Kay Raseroka’s theme of “Libraries
for Lifelong Literacy.”

The purpose of the session is to demonstrate how the Reading Section works actively with other agencies in the
development, management and evaluation of our reading activities.   Four papers were selected for presentation and
will be in the IFLA printed programme; however one speaker, Supannee Varatorn from Bangkok, is unable to attend
the conference.  All four speakers are listed below; the abstracts of their papers are also presented.

1. “A Global Proposal for Disseminating the Habit of Reading: THE YEAR OF BOOK AND
READING”
Maria Carme Galve Montore, Chief Librarian, Bibliotheca Vila de Gracia, Barcelona, Spain

Abstract: THE YEAR OF THE BOOK AND READING 2005 aims to celebrate the extraordinary relationship that
Barcelona has with the world of books through a wide-ranging spectrum of activities for all age groups, the main
objectives of which are to exchange experiences and acquire knowledge that will enable us to evaluate and reflect
upon the contribution of books, their present and their future.  We have before us a global proposal for disseminating
the habit of reading that enjoys the participation of more than 350 institutions, including publishing houses,
bookshops, booksellers’ guilds, the media, museums, theatres, universities, cultural institutions, writers’ associations,
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and public libraries. THE YEAR OF THE BOOK AND READING is an initiative of the Barcelona City Council
with the collaboration of the Barcelona Provincial Council, the Generalitat of Catalonia and the Spanish Ministry of
Culture.
2.  “Developing Best Practice in Reading Tents in East Africa”
Robert Sarjant, Head of Operations, Book Aid International, London, U.K.

Abstract:  Book AID International and the East African Book Development Association (EABDA) are working in
partnership to establish best practice in running reading tents in East Africa. The aim of the tents, which have been
running since 1997, is to promote reading to school pupils and the wider community. They are organized by the
Book Development Councils of Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania under the EABDA umbrella. This paper uses the IFLA
Reading Section’s Guidelines for Library-based Literacy Programs: Some Practical Suggestions as a framework to
look at the strengths and weaknesses of this exciting initiative.

3. “Reading and Non-Reading Among Male Juvenile Norwegians”
Morten Haugen, Head of Orland Public Library, Brekstad, Norway.

Abstract:  During the last decade, there have been concerns about the decreasing rate of boys who read books. A
project in the rural small town Brekstad, has confirmed the general finding that boys read less than girls. However,
the project report underlines that boys don’t want their reading to be organized, or a part in a programme. If your
library wants boys to read more, they recommend you to disguise your activities as a “unisex reading programme”,
with special consideration to genres and approaches enjoyed by boys.

4. “Literacy Through Child Activities: Community Children’s Libraries and the Story Book
Projects”
Supannee Varatorn, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand
Abstract: The paper presents an inspiring effort by a local child-focused, non-governmental organization in Khon
Kaen, an urban center of Northeast Thailand, to improve the quality of life for children, families, and communities
by providing early childhood care and development, reading resources, and services to the communities.  The goals
are fulfilled by establishing a children-and-family library and organizing a storybook project to facilitate the work of
childcare centers in rural areas with storytelling and children’s activities. The association worked in cooperation with
the local communities in promoting literacy, good reading habits, and early childhood development. The children-
and-family library and the storybook project have become models for other organizations and communities in
establishing a community children’s library and associated services in the country. #

PRE-CONFERENCE INVITATIONAL MEETING:
LITERACY FOR LIFE: READING FOR PLEASURE; PROMOTING THE PRACTICE OF
LITERACY, INFORMATION LITERACY AND LIFELONG LEARNING
One-day Meeting,  Oslo University College, Oslo, Norway, 12 August 2005

Organizers: IFLA Reading and the School Libraries and Resource Centres Sections

Sponsors/Partners: The Directorate of Primary and Secondary Education, Norwegian Board of Education has
kindly funded this event, so that it can free to the participants. The International Association of School Librarianship
(IASL) is sponsoring the Web site.

Web site for the conference: IASL at: http://www.iasl-slo.org/ifla2005.html

Theme:  Literacy for Life: Creating and Sustaining an Environment to Stimulate the Practice of Literacy,
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Information Literacy and Lifelong Learning

Intended Number and Profile of Participants
There will be 70 persons at this conference.  Forty-five persons have responsibility for the development of literacy
policy, the education of library staff, the programming or animation of public and school libraries; or experience in
the promotion of literacy and reading programming in the Developing World.  In addition to the speakers and to five
guests invited from the international Non-Governmental Organization/multilateral agency sector, many will be
members of the two sections as well as persons who have expressed interest in the session. Most will be attending the
WLIC in Oslo (14 -18 August 2005).  Twenty-five Norwegian participants will also attend the session.

Objectives:
To introduce participants to and provide an international  forum for the discussion and exchange of the most current
policies and strategies, research, programming and best practices in literacy, information literacy, reading and
lifelong learning at the local, national and international levels;

To increase knowledge, understanding and promotion of the library’s role in literacy, information literacy, and
reading within IFLA and the wider community;
To provide an informal forum for the discussion and development of recommendations on IFLA’s role in advising,
influencing, promoting and applying policies, strategies, programming and practices in literacy, information literacy
and reading at the national and international levels.

Programme Outline:

8:30 a.m.– 9:00 a.m. Registration

9:00  a.m. Welcome and Introduction from the Reading and School Libraries Sections

9:15 a.m. Opening Remarks on the theme - IFLA President Kay Raseroka

9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Keynote Address by Dr. Gayner Eyre; “The Development and Practice of Literacy: A Voyage
of Discovery.” Dr. Eyre is a Lecturer in the Department of Information Studies at the University of Wales,
Aberystwyth

10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Coffee and conversation

11.00 a.m.– 11:45 a.m.  “Make Space for Reading”. The Norwegian strategic plan for stimulating reading abilities
and the joy of reading will be made by Ms. Ellen Sundt, Senior Adviser to the Directorate for Primary and
Secondary Education, Norwegian Board of Education.

11:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  “The Development and Stimulation of Reading: The Latin American Experience” by Dr.
Elsa Ramirez. Dr. Ramirez is Director and Researcher at the University Centre for Library Studies’ Research,
National Autonomous University of Mexico, Mexico City. A case study from Ecuador will be presented by Dr.
Mercedes Isabel Falconí Ramos.

12:15 p.m. – 12:45 p.m.  “Looking for Connections: Some Perspectives on School Learners' Literacies from a Study
of Public Libraries in a Rural Province of South Africa.” by Ms. Genevieve Hart, Senior Lecturer, Department of
Library & Information Science, University of the Western Cape, Bellville, S. A.

Questions and Summary of Morning Session

1:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. Lunch served through the generosity of the Norwegian Board of Education

2:15 p.m.– 2:45 p.m. “From Smorgasbord to Satisfying Meal: An Holistic Approach to Information Literacy and
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Lifelong Learning” by Ms. Barbara Combes, PhD. Candidate, Curtin University of Technology and Lecturer, Edith
Cowan University, Australia.

2:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. “Recovering from the Tsunami through Reading: The Sri Lankan Experience” by Mr. Upali
Amarasiri, Director General of the National Library and Documentation Centre and National Library and
Documentation Services Board, Sri Lanka.

3:15 – 3:45 p.m. Summary and introduction to group discussion by Dr. Kingo Mchombu, Head, Department of
Information and Communication Studies, University of Namibia, following the formal presentations, questions and
answers. The purpose of this interactive session will be to elicit comments, discussion and ideas/recommendations on
literacy, information literacy and lifelong learning that come from this day of reflection and can be forwarded to the
Professional Committee and the Governing Board of IFLA. The two sponsoring sections will also investigate
opportunities for publication of the day’s proceedings.

3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Coffee followed by group discussions.

5:00 – 5:30 p.m. Final Session

Refreshments: Lunch and coffee breaks will be served in Oslo University College through the generosity of the
Norwegian Board of Education. There will be no charge for this conference.
Special Invitations: Invitations have been sent to a number of international not-for-profit organizations and
multilateral agencies whose work relates directly to the development and practice of literacy, information literacy
and lifelong learning.

Committee Structure: Co-chairs: Anne Clyde and James Henri (Chair and Secretary, School Libraries and
Resource Centres Section) and Gwynneth Evans (Chair, Reading Section)

Reading Section Committee Members and Liaison: Ivar Haug, Alec Williams, John Y. Cole

School Libraries Section Committee Members and Liaison: Randi Lundvall, Julie Tallman#

BUILDING A WORLDWIDE READING PROMOTIONS DATABASE: NO EASY MATTER
Maureen White, Reading Section, IFLA

It was an extremely hot August day in Berlin  – the Reading Section of IFLA was holding its annual after-conference
meeting.  One member had a great idea that would benefit all of those who want to promote literature and reading in
their libraries – develop a worldwide reading promotions database.  A committee composed of Maureen White,
Chair, Alec Williams, and Marétou Diongue Diop, and assisted by John Cole, was assigned the task of identifying
the major occasions and celebrations that take place nationally and internationally; to collect information on how
these days are celebrated; and locate a Web site for the celebration.  The goal of the Reading Section was that project
would be placed on the IFLA Reading Section Web site and be interactive, allowing anyone to add a promotion.

A print copy of the document was developed for the 2004 IFLA meeting of the Reading Section Committee and
suggestions were made for its improvement as well as a goal to sent it out as an e-mail attachment to all of those who
attended the 2004 Reading section meetings.  Although a suggested date of November 2004 was given for e-mailing
the document to members (who were given a print copy in August), the actual attachment was not sent to members
and attendees until in February 2005.  Family members’ surgeries and a trip to India to work in a school took its toll
on my time.

Some three graduate assistants later, and myself attempting to organize, proof, etc., we are still locating and adding
promotions.  A problem has developed on how to place the promotions on the Reading Section Web site and make it
“interactive.”  It seems that it will need to have someone listed on the Web site to whom anyone could send an e-mail
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with information about a promotion.  Who would that person be?  Then that would be checked and sent on to the
IFLA Web master to be added.  So, the Web site would not be interactive, but it should work that way.  Another
problem has arisen.  We listed the reading promotions by the “event title” that could be clicked on – attached to a
hyperlink.  Now we find that we need to publish the Web address within the document itself and not use the
hyperlink.

Come by and see us at the IFLA poster sessions.  Our poster session on Reading Promotions will be up on 16 or 17
August 2005, 12:00-2:00 p.m.  We will have handouts of the Reading Promotions and some CDs to give to those
who give us a new Reading Promotion that we do not have on the list.  In conclusion, this grand idea of creating a
worldwide database was much more difficult that we envisioned; it has a long way to go; but, hopefully, it will be
very useful to those of us who want to promote reading.#

A MESSAGE FROM THE SECTION CHAIR -  GWYNNETH EVANS     

Dear Colleagues

As I reflect on the activities of the Reading Section over the last year, I am pleased to report progress in meeting our
goals and actions. Many attended our meetings in Buenos Aires and packed our sessions with information and
exchange. We covered a good number of topics that the minutes (found in the last issue of December 2004) reflect. It
is now time to update you on what has been happening since the autumn and what we can expect in Oslo.

Copies of Library-Based Literacy Programs: Some Practical Suggestions have been printed and distributed in three
of IFLA’s languages: English, French and Spanish. Additional copies of these brochures are available and will be
distributed in Oslo. Electronic copies of these translations and others are on the Section 33 Web site. It appears that
these fundamental questions, presented in a simple format, are useful to library staff, as we have tailored our major
session in Buenos Aires and in Oslo to the papers that answered these questions in response to the Call for Papers.

In Buenos Aires, many expressed enthusiasm for creating a brochure of sample best practices; examples of programs
which demonstrate leadership and sustainability in fostering the development and practice of literacy and the
promotion of reading. In Oslo we shall spend time on a plan to ensure that these examples can be captured, at least
on the Web site, but hopefully also as a brochure.

Since the autumn, I have been working with James Wile, Director of International Development at the International
Reading Association (IRA) to work with a team of interested researchers on some comparative case studies into the
elements of successful programs to support and promote a literate environment. The Call for Interest is found
elsewhere in this issue and our conversation with interested parties has begun. If you would like to be part of this
discussion please let me know at: <gwynnethevans@sympatico.ca>.

The Reading Section Web site (http://www.ifla.org/VII/s33/index.htm) has been expanded and updated. Many have
contributed to “International Reading Celebrations”, a document prepared by Professor Maureen White and her
students and colleagues to identify all the wonderful events that nations host to promote literacy and reading. We are
now finding the best way to disseminate this information effectively and to keep it up-to-date. You will receive
information about the site when we next meet.

Many of you are involved in your country’s celebrations of literacy and reading and we want to bring all of the
various experiences together to promote your work and to share ideas and experience in preparation for future
campaigns. In Oslo, as I mentioned above, we shall have another session on successful, sustainable reading
programs.  The speakers and schedule are noted in this issue.

The Section has also been busy in preparing for the pre-conference on August 12. sponsored by both the Reading
and School Libraries’ Sections. We shall hear from a number of interesting, experienced speakers on literacy,
reading, information literacy and lifelong learning. Equally important, we shall also take the time to comment,
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reflect, exchange and capture the experience of the participants in these areas. This invitational meeting is generously
being funded and supported by the Norwegian Board of Education and Oslo University College. It has been limited
to 70 persons. With the assistance of the moderator, Professor Kingo Mchombu of the University of Namibia, we
hope to record the salient points and send them forward for consideration to IFLA’s Professional Committee and
Governing Board.

As Chair, I have had the good fortune to meet with both Kay Raseroka and Alex Byrne, our senior elected officers,
during their visits to Ottawa. This opportunity has allowed me to share the views and experience of the Reading
Section members and also to comment on some of the important developments that IFLA as a body has been
involved in during the past year.

Perhaps most significantly, the work of IFLA has been refashioned to highlight its direction, values and priorities as
three pillars: Society; Profession; Membership. It is important for us all to contribute to and to benefit from the
thoughtful statements, research, and advocacy that IFLA undertakes to identify the roles and achievements of
libraries in the “knowledge society” and to influence public policy in areas such as access to information, intellectual
property, the support of the book chain and the international trade in goods and services. Supporting the principles
and essential value of cultural diversity and knowledge in all its forms and expressions that the UN member states
are expected to approve at the next UNESCO General Conference in the fall of 2005, IFLA makes sure that the
voice of users of library and information services as well as those of our library institutions and associations are
heard and understood in fora, such as the World Summit on the Information Society.

The Pillars of Profession and Membership are also well supported by the Sections, Divisions, Core Activities and
Committees, as well as the staff of headquarters and the Professional Committee and Governing Board. I refer you to
a document on the Three Pillars at: http://www.ifla.org/III/IFLA3Pillars.htm.

It would be remiss of me not to mention the enormous consequences of the tsunami on library and information
services in the Asian countries affected by that natural disaster. While many responded to the need for emergency
help, it is now important to contribute to rebuilding. It will be possible for all of us to hear what progress is being
made in reconstruction and to contribute to these efforts.

One of the subjects that members of the Reading Section Standing Committee have raised is that of book donations.
How do we ensure that books are not being dumped and that thoughtful planning goes into the work of both donor
and recipient before any  books are shipped?  Mauro Rosi, Programme Specialist of the Division of Arts and Cultural
Enterprise with the Culture Sector  of UNESCO, has helped us a great deal by writing a manual, entitled: Book
Donations for Development.  This manual looks at both the policy and practical issues around book donations.
CODE, a Canadian not-for profit organization that has been working in international education and cultural action
since 1959, has edited, designed and printed the English version. An electronic file is on the Web site at:
http://www.codecan.org   we shall have print copies available in Oslo at our meetings.  On the CODE Web site you
will find a number of interesting resource documents and links to CODE’s work and that of its partners in Africa and
the Caribbean. Last year, we heard of the work of one of its partners, the Association pour la lecture, l’éducation et le
développement (ALED) in Mali at the Buenos Aires meeting. The French version of this manual, La donation du
livre pour le développement was printed and disseminated by Culture et Développement, France.

Before closing, it gives me pleasure to share my wonderful experience of collegiality, learning and cooperation in
two visits to Morocco and one visit to South Africa since October. In Morocco we worked with Moroccan colleagues
on the revitalization of library services in the youth centres (Maisons de jeunes) in the Marrakech-Tensift-Al Haouz
Region and then joined in a conference on the development and promotion of reading in Casablanca.  It was great
fun to spend time with Jérémie Desjardins, a member of our standing committee, who also presented a paper at that
conference.

In South Africa, I had the opportunity to visit a number of public and school libraries in the area around Port
Elisabeth. We spent time with colleagues in township libraries, rural libraries and city branches. In Cape Town, we
had a wonderful visit with colleagues from the Centre for the Book, housed in a beautiful historic building used for a
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number of purposes. South African library staff  work very hard to promote the practice of literacy and reading –
through publishing in mother tongue, training, promotion of all sectors of the book chain, cultural and economic
advocacy and community development work. They look forward to welcoming IFLA delegates in 2007.

When Alex Byrne, Incoming President of IFLA, and I compared notes about our impressions of the international
library community, gained through travel, he said it best. “I have found a congruence of aspirations and a diversity of
models and means to achieve the goals”. IFLA members strive to uphold our values and priorities within their own
contexts and internationally. If you have not already subscribed I suggest that you follow IFLA developments by
joining the IFLA listserv at: <ifla-l@infoserv.inist.fr>. Instructions for subscribing to it are found at:
http://www.ifla.org/II/iflalist.htm.

I would like to thank all our members and colleagues who have contributed to a very constructive year of activities
within the Reading Section. Here’s to our Voyage of Discovery in Oslo. Ivar Haug, our Norwegian member, has
been particularly helpful and watchful of our needs. Our editors at the Center for the Book deserve special thanks for
putting our newsletter together and getting it out to all on the mailing list.

Gwynneth Evans, Chair, Reading Section#

BOOK DONATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT : PUBLICATION AVAILABLE.

Book Donations for Development, written by Mauro Rosi of the Division of Arts and Cultural Enterprise of the
Cultural Sector of UNESCO, has just been edited, designed and printed in Canada by  CODE. It is available as a pdf.
file at: http://www.codecan.org.  This handbook builds on the work of UNESCO, CODE and the International Book
Bank which together sponsored an international symposium entitled, Donated Book Programs: A Dialogue of
Partners, in Baltimore, USA, in 1992. The Center for the Book at the Library of Congress published the proceedings
in 1993.

The present handbook provides both policy and practical information for donors and recipients of book donation
projects. It is intended as an educational and training tool. It sets book donations within the context of the book chain
and the importance of supporting the book industry in every UN member state, with special attention to those in the
Developing World.

Hardcopies of Book Donations for Development are available from CODE for distribution through non-
governmental agencies and library associations/institutions involved in book donation projects. Copies will be
brought to the IFLA meetings in Oslo, by Yvonne Appiah, Executive Director of CODE, and Gwynneth Evans.

La donation du livre pour le développement appeared in 2004 and has been distributed through Culture et
développement in Grenoble, France

For further information, please e-mail Gwynneth Evans, Chair, Reading Section, at <gwynnethevans@sympatico.ca>
or <codehq@codecan.org> . #

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH: CALL FOR INTEREST

The Reading Section of IFLA and the International Division of the International Reading Association (IRA) have
been working together for the past several months to prepare a proposal for international research into the
components of a national programme to develop and sustain a literate environment.

The components of this campaign and/or programme will be different in every country. However, the Millennium
Development Goals have been accepted by the UN member states and plans and programmes are in place in many
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nations to achieve their expected results.  Many countries in Europe and North America are also embarked on plans
and programmes to enhance the environment for the improvement and practice of literacy within the marginalized
sectors of their societies.

In order to ensure that there were no international studies that compared the components of national programmes to
develop and sustain a literate environment, we have done a background literature search and developed a research
proposal.

We are now inviting interested members of IFLA and of IRA (or those who are members of both organizations) to
declare their interest in being part of this research project by contacting Gwynneth Evans, Chair of the Reading
Section, at <gwynnethevans@sympatico.ca> or Jim Wile, Director of the International Division of IRA, at
<jwile@reading.org> .
We shall send you the background papers and add your name to a list and discussion group of interested parties who
can refine the methodology and agree on the terms and conditions of the work.

We are hoping to have 4-6 test sites from different parts of the world in place and will be available to talk directly to
interested parties at the various conferences to be held this summer.  Thanks very much. #

NEWS NOTES

United Nations Literacy Decade (2003-2012).  “Literacy as Freedom” is the decade’s theme, and the Web site
(http://.unesco.org/education/litdecade) continues to expand into an increasingly rich and useful resource about the
decade and about literacy as a major global challenge.  For example, this statement is highlighted on the home page:
“While societies enter into the information and knowledge society, and modern technologies develop and spread at
rapid speed, 860 million adults are illiterate, over 100 million children have no access to school, and countless
children, youth and adults who attend school or other education programmes fall short of the required level to be
considered literate in today’s complex world.”

The Web site’s major sections are: About the Decade, which includes United Nations resolutions, the international
plan of action, articles and news of events; Resources on Literacy, which includes documents and publications,
declarations and conventions, and literacy statistics; Civil Society (an “exchange platform on non-formal
education”), UN Agencies and Literacy; UNESCO Action Areas for Literacy for All; and What’s Going On?, which
is organized by region.

IBBY Newsletter 27 (June 2005).   The most recent newsletter of the International Board on Books for Young
People highlights IBBY events, programs, and announcements at the Bologna (Italy) Children’s Book , 13-16 April
2005.  Two items are of special interest. Maria C. Posada, the new IBBY Director of Communications and Project
Development  presents an overview of an ambitious “umbrella” project called The Child’s Right to Become a
Reader. Books for Children Everywhere.  The major components, briefly described in the newsletter, are: Books for
Africa—Books from Africa; Networking in Asia; Networking in the Caribbean and Latin America; and Keeping
National Children’s Literature Alive.  And the “Worldwide News” section reports strong and varied IBBY activities
in no less than six different parts of the world: Cuba, Estonia, Mongolia, Palestine, Spain, and the United Kingdom.
The newsletter is available through IBBY’s new Web site: http://www.ibby.org.

The International Children’s Digital Library (ICDL).  This free Web site (http://www.icdlbooks.org) of complete
children’s books from around the world created by the University of Maryland made Internet history in late May,
releasing the first digital library to provide free access in nine languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, Filipino/Tagalog,
French, German, Hebrew, Persian/Farsi, and Spanish) to children’s books in 28 languages.  Ben Bederson, ICDL
technical director, explained: “We already hold books in 28 languages, so it is only fitting that the Web site itself is
now available in nine languages to match.  With visitors from over 200 countries, the ICDL has truly become the
place on the web to find children’s books from Croatia to Singapore.”
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ICDL is also one of the few online libraries for children containing books reviewed by child readers around the
world.  It works with children in the U.S., Germany, Honduras, and New Zealand to design, evaluate, and improve
the library as it grows.  The collection has two primary audiences.  The first audience is children ages 3-13, as well
as librarians, teachers, parents, and caregivers who work with children of these ages.  The second is international
scholars and researchers in the area of children’s literature.  The materials in the collection reflect similarities and
differences in cultures, societies, interests, lifestyles, and priorities of peoples around the world.  The focus is on
identifying materials that help children to understand the world around them and the global society in which they
live.

The ICDL is funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF) and the Institute for Museum and Library Services
(IMLS). Faculty, staff, and students from the University of Maryland’s Human-Computer Lab, Department of
Computer Science, and College of Information Studies research and maintain the library’s software and collection.

SECTION ON READING STRATEGIC PLAN 2004-2005

MISSION
The Mission of the Reading Section is to assist IFLA in effectively fulfilling one of its key professional priorities:
promoting literacy, reading, and lifelong learning. This priority is comprehensive in its understanding of literacy,
from basic literacy to information literacy, its understanding of reading and of lifelong learning. (See the description
of this priority)

In undertaking support for and coordination of activities related to literacy, reading and lifelong learning that
increase the literacy of all people, the Reading Section recognizes the importance of President Raseroka's theme for
2003-2005: Libraries for Lifelong Literacy and also the UN Decade of Literacy 2003-2012. It will contribute to a
plan to ensure the contribution of libraries to this Decade for approval by IFLA.

The nature of this professional priority ensures that strong programming related to research, education and training
and best practice will, by extension, support the other priorities: supporting the role of libraries in society; defending
the principle of freedom of information; preserving our intellectual heritage; developing library professionals;
promoting standards, guidelines and best practices; representing libraries in the technological marketplace; providing
unrestricted access to information; balancing the intellectual property rights of authors with the needs of users; and
promoting resource sharing.
As literacy is the foundation of the work of all division and sections, the Reading Section welcomes the opportunity
to work cooperatively. It is pleased to act in an advisory capacity to any section wishing to know more about the role
of libraries in literacy and reading promotion programmes.

1. Help libraries worldwide develop projects and programmes that encourage and support literacy, reading,
and lifelong learning.

Actions

1.1 To distribute, demonstrate and promote the use of the brochure "Library-Based Literacy Programs: Some
Practical Suggestions"; to promote its translation into all of IFLA's official languages and as many national
languages, as possible; to make the translations accessible on the web; and, where possible, to support the printing of
those in IFLA languages.

1.2 To contribute to the development of a plan to be considered by the Governing Board to assist IFLA and its
members to mark the UNESCO Decade of Literacy (2003-2012) and to ensure the contribution and recognition of
libraries in research and the development and practice of literacy, information literacy and lifelong learning, taking
into account the diversity of cultures, languages and economic and social circumstances.

1.3 To continue to develop, share the results, and possibly expand to other nations the "Book Centers" reading
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promotion project launched in 2001 by Russian and U.S. reading promoters with the support of the Open Society
Institute.

1.4 To serve, through IFLANET and with links to and with other Web sites, as a clearinghouse for information about
literacy and reading promotion projects/programmes and events worldwide.

2. Through meetings, discussion, research, publications, and widespread dissemination of information on
IFLANET, encourage a better understanding of reading, literacy, and book culture in specific cultural
milieus.

Actions

2. 1: To identify and encourage the sharing of research and best practices in the sponsoring of appropriate literacy
and reading events and celebrations, in cooperation with other national and international cultural, literacy, and
reading organizations (e.g., marking International Literacy Day (8 September) in cooperation with the International
Reading Association and its national associations and the International Literacy Network; marking World Book and
Copyright Day (23 April) in cooperation with UNESCO and its national commissions; and to honour specific
achievements in the worlds of literacy and reading development in cooperation with the International Book
Committee, the International Board for Books for Young People (IBBY) and other groups, such as the International
Reading Association and its national/regional associations)

2.2 To plan an Open Session at the 2005 IFLA conference in Oslo, Norway, based on the General theme, Libraries:
A Voyage of Discovery.

2.3 To take part in the Division VII’s Programme, when the topic is suitable. 

2.4 To plan a Pre-conference Seminar in Norway in 2005, in conjunction with another section, relevant to the
interests and professional development needs of their members.

2.5 To publish, in cooperation with the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress and the Pushkin Library
Foundation, a reading promotion "handbook" that illustrates and describes good ideas for promoting reading from
around the world.

3. Monitor, promote, and disseminate research and research results about reading, readers, reading
promotion, literacy, and library services to readers.

Actions

3.1 Building on the Section's 2001-2002 survey of reader-centered services in public libraries, to encourage
extending the research and research methodology to Spanish and Russian-speaking public libraries.

3.2 To continue and strengthen the "Reports on Current Research in Reading and Literacy" column in the Section on
Reading Newsletter.

3.3 To ensure that the papers presented at the Reading Section's Open Session at the 2003 conference in Berlin are
on IFLANET, and to encourage the publication of the papers as widely as possible in relevant journals and
newsletters.

3.4 To explore the possibility of a joint research project with the International Reading Association on the hallmarks
of a literate environment for the learning and practice of literacy
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4. Increase membership on the Standing Committee and in the Section on Reading.

Actions

4.1 To update and publish on IFLANET and, if possible, in print versions, the Section's membership brochure.
Eventually it should be available in all official IFLA languages.

4.2 To increase the Section's visibility by cooperating more actively with organizations outside IFLA and with IFLA
units that have similar interests.

4.3 To systematically publicize the Section's activities and encourage more IFLA institutional members to join the
Section on Reading. #

IFLA SECTION ON READING  STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Standing Committee Members:

Rustem Aygistov Russia chamber@aha.ru   2001-2005
John Cole U.S.A. jcole@loc.gov 2001-2005
Jeremie Desjardins France jeremie.desjardins@culture.gov.fr 2003-2007
Marietou Diongue Diop Senegal mddiop@ucad.sn 2003-2007
Elke Dreisbach Germany elke.dreisbach@uni-hamburg.de 2003-2007
Gwynneth Evans Canada gwynnethevans@sympatico.ca 2003-2007
Ivar  Haug Norway ivarha@vfk.no 2001-2005
Leikny Indergaard Norway leikny.haga.indergaard@abm.utvikling.no 2005-2008
Martine Jan France mjan@cg77.fr 2005-2008
Justin Kiyimba Uganda kyulib@utlonline.co.ug 2003-2007
Cindy Lombardo USA lombarcy@oplin.org 2003-2007
Catharina Stenberg Sweden catharina.stenberg@hb.se 2001-2005
Briony Train U.K. b.train@sheffield.ac.uk 2002-2005
Maria Vedenyapina Russia mvedenyapina@pbl.ru 2003-2007
Maureen White U.S.A. white@cl.uh.edu 2001-2005
Alec Williams U.K. alecw@tiscali.co.uk 2005-2008

Associate Members:

Thomas Quigley Canada thomqui@vcn.bc.ca
Siti Aishah Sheikh Kadir Malaysia eeg@nlm.pnm.my
Elsa Ramirez Mexico eramirez@servidor.unam.mx
Robert Sarjant UK robert.sarjant@bookaid.org

IFLA SECTION ON READING OFFICERS

Chair:
Gwynneth Evans
226 Gouldburn Ave.
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OTTAWA, Ontario K1N
Canada
t: +(1)(613)5656214
<gwynnethevans@sympatico.ca>

Secretary-Treasurer:
Alec Williams
1 Victoria Street, Cullingworth
Bradford BD13 5AE
United Kingdom
t: +44-1535-271946
f: +44-1535-271946
<alecw@tiscali.co.uk>

Information Coordinator:
Briony Train
Department of Information Studies
University of Sheffield, Regent Court
211 Portobello Street
Sheffield S1 4DP UK
t: 0114-222-2653
<b.train@sheffield.ac.uk>

Visit the Section on IFLANET at:  http://www.ifla.org/VII/s33/index.htm

The Section on Reading needs more members, especially from Africa and Latin America.  Please consider joining us
in our important work of promoting reading and literacy in the digital age. Contact any of the members in this issue
or  IFLA Headquarters, % Ms. Kelly J. Moore, Membership Manager, P.O. Box 95312, 2509 CH The Hague,
Netherlands, fax: +31-70-3834827, e-mail: <kelly.moore@ifla.org>.

This newsletter is edited by Standing Committee member John Y. Cole, Director, Center for the Book, Library of
Congress, and produced and distributed by the center with the assistance of Maurvene D. Williams, Program Officer,
and Patricia White, Executive Assistant.


