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Books from 

Russia
This list consists of books illustrated by the most impressive Russian painters 
of the present and past, which have been published in recent years. One 
top ten list can’t include all varieties of the Russian book art. However, the 
expert group of the Russian State Children Library, which is the federal 
methodological centre, have tried to find a balance between recognized 
classical artists among Russian-speaking children (Ivan Bilibin, Yuri Vasnecov, 
Vladimir Konashevich, Vladimir Suteev, Tatyana Mavrina) and the most 
impressive representatives of the Russian modern book graphic arts (Gennady 
Spirin, Nikolay Popov, Francheska Yarbusova, Kirill Chelushkin). Also, during 
the process of selection the best texts (books by Alexander Pushkin, Anton 
Chekhov, Korney Chukovsky, etc.) and the high printing quality have been 
taken into account by the experts.  

Yury Vasnetsov is one of the most famous 
book illustrators in Russia. His works have 
been recognized as classic of Russian graphic 
arts. This book is considered to be his very 

best masterpiece (1964). Ornate, smart, 
decorated illustrations by Vasnetsov naturally fit 
for the small forms of Russian folklore. 

Russian folktales with classic illustrations 
by Ivan Bilibine, famous artist and participant 

of the artistic group Mir Iskusstva (World of Art) 
have been reprinted many times. 

Y. Vasnetsov, ill.
Ладушки: русские народные сказки, песенки, потешки  
[Pat-a-cake: Russian folktales, songs, rhymes]
Detgiz, Octopus, 2011
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I. Bilibine, ill.
Русские народные сказки [Russian Folktales]
Mescheryakov, 2009 
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Korney Chukovsky is one of the most popular 
children’s poets of the Soviet times in the Russian 
language. This book comprises his poems “Doctor 
Aybolit”, “The Giant Roach”, “The Crocodile”, 
“Wash’em’clean”, etc., which have been favourites 
with many generations of Russian children. 

Each of the three illustrators has his own manner. 
Lyric and decorative style by Konashevitch, simple 
and smiling pictures by Suteyev, sincere and 
musical illustrations by Duvidov – all them show 
us the world of Chukovsky’s fairy tales .

Vadim Gusev illustrated his own poems 
in the Russian constructivism manner of 1920s. 
His poetry seems to be an integral part of his 
illustrations.  

Korney Chukovsky  • V. Konashevitch, V. Suteyev, V. Duvidov, ill.
Детям [For Children]
Planeta Detstva, 2007
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Vadim Gusev
Про что внутри — прочти, посмотри: рисунки со стихами ли, 
с рисунками стихи ли… [What is inside – read and look: either pictures 
with verses or verses with pictures…]
Detgiz, 2010
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The tale in verse is about a fisherman who 
manages to catch a “Golden Fish” which promises 
to fulfill any wish of his in exchange for its 
freedom. Pushkin wrote the tale in 1833 and since 
that time it has been published with illustrations 

by very many artists. We have chosen this edition 
because of the graphics by Kirill Chyolushkin, 
one of the most talented and bright modern 
illustrators. 

Alexander Pushkin  • К. Chyolushkin, ill.
Сказка о рыбаке и рыбке [The Tale of the Fisherman and the Fish]
Azbuka, 2011
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This book comprises not only folktales, but 
also all fairy tales in verse written by Alexander 
Pushkin, such as “The Tale of the Priest and 
of His Workman Balda”, “The Tale of Tsar 
Saltan”, “The Tale of the Dead Princess and the 
Seven Knights”, etc. Tatyana Mavrina is the only 

Russian artist to have been awarded the “Nobel 
Prize for children’s literature” – Gold Medal of 
Hans Christian Andersen Award for Illustration. 
Her naïve, primitive but in fact very refined 
manner is widely recognized both in Russia 
and abroad. 

Tatyana Mavrina, ill.
Лукоморье: сказочные миры Татьяны Мавриной 
[Curved Seashore: Fantastic Worlds by Tatyana Mavrina]
Moskovskiye Uchebniki, 2010
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Junna Morits has attracted many young readers 
with her children poetry, some of which, 
like her adult work, became known to mass 

audience through guitar singers. Illustrations 
by E. Antonenkov make their creative 
cooperation a real tandem. 

“Kashtanka” by Anton Chekhov is one of the most 
famous short stories for children.
The dog Kashtanka lives in precarious 
surroundings, with a drunken master and the 
ever-present possibility that she’ll be beaten or 
neglected. Suddenly, she finds herself living the 

good life; insofar as canine ideals go, she’s hit 
the jackpot. However, she rejects the good life 
as soon as her original master calls. Illustrations 
by Gennady Spirin, one of the top illustrators of 
children’s books, are considered the best graphics 
that have ever been created for this story. 

Junna Morits  • Eugeny Antonenkov, ill.
Крыша ехала домой: стихи-хи-хи для детей от 5 до 500 лет
[The roof was going home: ha-ha verses for children from 5 to 500 years old]
Vremya, 2010
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Anton Chekhov  • G. Spirin, ill.
Каштанка [Kashtanka]
Ripol classic, 2010
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This is a story about a little hedgehog, who is on 
his way to visit his friend the bear cub.Hedgehog 
in the Fog is a 1975 Russian animated film directed 
by Yuriy Norshteyn. The script was written by 

Sergei Kozlov and a book under the same name 
was published.In 2003 in Tokyo Hedgehog in 
the Fog was selected “No 1 Animated film of all 
the time”.

Nikolai Popov’s wordless, thought-provoking 
tale about a frog who sits peacefully on a rock 
smelling a flower and a mouse who aggressively 
snatches the flower away. The absurdity of 
aggression and the inevitable consequences 

of the violence that occurs teaches us the 
ugliness of war and that there are no winners.
This book was selected as the best book for 
children in Germany, Austria and Switzerland.

Sergei Kozlov, Yuriy Norshteyn  • Franchesca Yarbusova, ill.
Ёжик в тумане [Hedgehog in the Fog]
Krasnyy Parokhod, 2011
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Nikolai Popov
Зачем? [Why?]
Ripol classic, 2010
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