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Books from 

South Africa
The main deliberation was done by Jay Heale and Lona Gericke who are widely 
considered to be the top authorities on children’s literature in South Africa on 
(respectively) English and Afrikaans books. Additional input was received by a 
number of librarians in public and school libraries.

A bright picture book to correct the popular view 
of Africa as a vast savannah roaming with lions! 
Ashraf is an African boy of today. He lives in the 
city of Cape Town and the only place he has seen 

wild animals is inside books. So he walks through 
the streets to the public library, where he renews 
his favourite book – about wild animals. Bold, 
simplistic pictures by a renowned local artist.

A farmer finds an eagle chick and puts it with 
his chickens where it learns to live like a chicken 
and, as the farmer insists, it even “thinks like a 
chicken”. A friend tries three times to persuade 
the young eagle to fly, urging it “You belong 

not to the earth but to the sky.” Eventually 
he takes the eagle (and the protesting farmer) 
up a mountain. There, the eagle sweeps 
up into the sky, “never again to live among 
the chickens”.

Totally different from the delicate Flower Fairies 
of Cicely Mary Barker. These South African floral 
spirits are modern and with-it. The Erica fairies 
wear jeans and Grandma Geranium smokes 
a pipe. The Afrikaans verses of Antjie Krog are 

sheer brilliance. Fiona Moodie has provided 
our children with a pictorial encyclopedia 
of the fynbos: its inhabitants, its varied plants 
and winged visitors. A storming, stunning book.

Ingrid Mennen & Niki Daly  • Nicolaas Maritz, ill.
Ashraf of Africa
Shuter & Shooter – Songololo Books, 1990 • ISBN 9781919888057

1

Christopher Gregorowski  • Niki Daly, ill.
Fly, Eagle, Fly!
Tafelberg, 2000 • ISBN 9780624039037
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Antjie Krog (English text by Gus Ferguson)  • Fiona Moodie, ill.
Fynbosfeetjies [Fynbos Faeries]
Umuzi, 2007 • ISBN 9781415200223

3

WORLD 
  

 PICTURE 

BOOKS

THE

THROUGH

Contact: Jay Heale
jayheale@telkomsa.net



books from south africa • page 2

This is sheer pleasure. A large-paged picture-
book collection of read-aloud stories interspersed 
with rippling verses, all enlivened and enloved 
by Marjorie van Heerden’s illustrations. 

The whole feeling is of life and love, personified 
by two vigorous youngsters, Nina and Simon, 
but centred around the mother figure 
of Little Duck.

An established classic South African picture book: 
the first to portray a black urban child as the 
central character. The boy goes shopping with his 
loving grandma and comes home wearing brand 
new red tackies. A large paged, enriching winner 
of a book.

Originally published by Human & Rousseau 
in 1985. Now in the process of being reissued. 
Available in five African languages from 
Via Afrika.

Wendy Hartmann  • Marjorie van Heerden, ill.
Nina and Little Duck
Human & Rousseau, 2007 • ISBN 9780798148245
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Niki Daly
Not So Fast, Songololo
Frances Lincoln, (1985) • ISBN 9780711217652
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This is a big, bold, laugh-making, Africa-loving 
picture book about a girl outwitting a crocodile. 
In amongst the everyday rural necessities 
of fetching water, washing clothes, pounding 
maize meal and, of course, making music, 

there is the need to be wary of danger. Piet 
Grobler’s exuberant artwork frolics around the 
large pages with zest and skill, full of the flavour 
and humour of Africa. 

Maria Hendriks  • Piet Grobler, ill.
Makwelane En Die Krokodil [Makwelane and the Crocodile]
Human & Rousseau, 2004 • ISBN 9780798144612
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Sisi is a small rabbit with floppy ears – but could 
be any and every small girl. Five deceptively 
simple stories: a journey past unseen African 
dangers, a surprise party, painting the wall of 
Gogo’s house, welcoming Dad home and saying 

goodnight. Joan Rankin’s artwork is outstanding, 
with so much thought to space, page position, 
character, humour, reader reaction. The text 
is minimal. The impact maximum. 

Wendy Hartmann  • Joan Rankin, ill.
Just Sisi
Human & Rousseau, 2010 • ISBN 9780798152198
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Siziwe is looking after her four younger brothers 
and sisters in Guguletu, with both parents 
away. There is no food in the house – nothing. 
In desperation she heats up a pot of water, 
and adds salt and pepper, stirring until the 

younger ones gradually fall asleep as they wait. 
Then Siziwe falls to her knees and prays: “Thank 
you, Father in Heaven, for the gift of hope. This 
was the best meal ever! But, Lord, can you send 
us a different one, tomorrow?” 

This heart-warming picture book records the 
occasion when a nation stood in line to vote 
in South Africa’s first democratic election. 
Elinor Sisulu follows Gogo, a grandmother, 

who has waited all her long life for this 
opportunity and insists in going to the ballot box 
in spite of the problems of transport and old age. 
Illustrated in bold, impressive colour. 

Sindiwe Magona  • Paddy Bouma, ill.
The Best Meal Ever
Tafelberg, 2006 • ISBN 9780624042549
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Elinor Batezat Sisulu  • Sharon Wilson, ill.
The Day Gogo went to Vote
Tafelberg, 1996 • ISBN 9780624035484
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Siyolo has a large, old, favourite but fraying 
jersey. Elizabeth’s Pulles’ pictures are partly 
in wool collage which emphasizes how Siyolo 
gallantly gives away bits of wool to needy causes. 
By the end Siyolo is saying, “Now I am cold and 

my jersey is gone!” But a new one will come 
soon and lots of people have been made happy. 
Think Kindness of heart – and rejoice that there 
are still books as warming as this.

Mari Grobler  • Elizabeth Pulles, ill.
Siyolo’s Jersey
Tafelberg, 2008 • ISBN 9780624046066
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