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Books from 
United Kingdom
The co-ordination of the selection of the top ten picture books for the United 
Kingdom was undertaken by Annie Everall.  In order to draw up a list of titles, 
members of the national committee of the Youth Libraries Group of CILIP 
(Chartered Institute of Librarians and Information Professionals) were asked 
to nominate titles against the criteria established for the project.
In addition an article was published in the Youth Libraries Group newsletter 
also inviting nominations from librarians across the UK. 31 titles were 
nominated, although one (Eric Carle – The Very Hungry Caterpillar) was unable 
to be included as it was not first published in the United Kingdom.
An electronic voting form was sent to all national committee members of the 
Youth Libraries Group and its branch members. It was also sent to national 
committee members of ASCEL (Association of Senior Children’s and Education 
Librarians) as well as to all ASCEL members with a request to forward it on to 
relevant staff in their Authorities. Every delegate at the Youth Libraries Group 
annual conference in September 2011 was given a voting form in their delegate 
pack and asked to complete it and hand it in before the end of conference, 
with two sets of the final ten titles being offered as a prize draw for completed 
application forms. In addition a notice was included in the Youth Libraries 
Group electronic newsletter inviting librarians to request a voting form. 
7,040 votes were received and when analysed the top ten titles for the UK 
are as listed below.
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Mister Magnolia is the archetypal English 
eccentric dressed in a shabby frock coat, 
enormous bow tie, clashing colours and only one 
boot. This simple and charmingly dotty story, told 
in rhyme, reveals more about Mister Magnolia’s 
flamboyant lifestyle and follows him in his search 
for that elusive second shoe. The liveliness of the 
rhyme is enhanced by the energetic, exuberant 
and humorous illustrations. Mister Magnolia and 
the cast of supporting characters are each drawn 
with confident economy, they are given their 
own quirky personalities through well observed 
arm movements, a flick of hair, a wayward scarf 
or a wonky ear. 

There is no hesitation in Quentin Blake’s 
penmanship and he uses broad sweeps of colour 
to create an immediacy and freshness on every 
page……… Quentin Blake is the master of simple 
line and wash illustrations. This book is full of joy, 
wild lines and vibrant colours leap from every 
page, making the whole work fresh, unique 
and memorable. It was awarded the CILIP Kate 
Greenaway Medal in 1980.
Extract of a review from: ‘Image & Imagination 50 
Years of the Kate Greenaway Medal’ by Ian Dodds and 
Sue Roe, CILIP Youth Libraries Group 2007  13 978 
0946 512 52

One winters’ night, a snowman comes to life 
and a magical adventure begins for a small boy. 
Narrated entirely through pictures, Briggs’s 
dreamlike illustrations perfectly capture the 
wonder and innocence of childhood and 
the magic of a child’s imagination. Since its 
publication the book has become a world-wide 

phenomenon, being published in 15 countries. 
The film of the book has been shown on TV at 
Christmas for the past 25 years and the musical 
stage version is now into its tenth year. It is a 
book that spans the generations – adults enjoyed 
it as children and are now sharing it with their 
own children.

Quentin Blake
Mr Magnolia
Random House (Red Fox Imprint) • First published 1980 (Jonathan Cape imprint) 
ISBN 978 1 862 30807 7 Pbk
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Raymond Briggs
The Snowman
Puffin • First Published 1978 (Hamish Hamilton) • ISBN 978 0 141 34009 8 Pbk
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Awarded the CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal 
for an outstanding book in terms of illustration 
for children and young people in 1978.  
Each Peach Pear Plum is a deceptively simple, 
engaging picture book in which Janet Ahlberg’s 
gentle pen and watercolour illustrations 
complement her husband Allan’s text to give 
young children the pleasure and satisfaction 
of using their knowledge of nursery rhymes to 
interact with the book, spot clues and find hidden 
characters…
The book is very carefully designed to lead 
the reader through a range of settings filled 
with recognisable images from the literature 
of childhood. The reader is led from the opening, 
quilt like view of fields, cottage and an orchard 
of peach, pear and plum trees, into Mother 
Hubbards’s kitchen, up Jack and Jill’s hill and 

out into Robin Hood’s forest. Each double page 
spread follows a simple picture frame format 
with text and a small pictorial clue on one side, 
balanced by a detailed full-frame illustration 
with objects to find on the other…
There is something very pleasing in seeing the 
domestic lives of familiar characters represented 
in such a witty way. The artists ability to depict 
a happily comfortable world, shown to great 
effect in the final full-page illustration where 
she completes the circular story and reunites all 
the characters makes this a very enjoyable and 
satisfying book.
Extract of a review from: ‘Image & Imagination 
50 Years of the Kate Greenaway Medal’ by Ian Dodds 
and Sue Roe, CILIP Youth Libraries Group 2007  
13 978 0946 512 52

Allan Ahlberg  • Janet Ahlberg, ill.
Each Peach Pear Plum
Puffin • 1978 Viking Kestrel • 1989 Picture Puffin • ISBN 978 0 140 50919 9 Pbk
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Elmer is the first in a series of books featuring 
a colourful patchwork elephant and his friends. 
In this story, Elmer thinks he looks odd, because 
he is patchwork coloured when all the other 
elephants are grey, so he rolls in berries to turn 
himself grey. He soon realizes though that being 
different is a good thing and the elephants love 
him because he is different. Text and illustrations 

full of colourful cheeky humour combine to 
create a modern classic that has become a firm 
favourite with young children all over the world.
Elmer’s adventures are available in printed 
formats as well as on a variety of digital 
platforms and have been published in more than 
40 languages. They have also been made into 
a TV series.

David McKee
Elmer
First published 1968 Dobson Books • 1989 Andersen Press • ISBN 978 1 84270 731 9 Pbk
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Written in rhyming couplets, this tells the story 
of a mouse’s walk in the woods. He meets various 
animals who would like to eat him but he scares 
them off by telling them he is having tea with 
a monstrous creature called the Gruffalo – but 
what happens when he meets the real Gruffalo!! 
Aimed at children under seven, the richness of 
the text and the exuberance of the illustrations 
combine to create an award winning book. 
It won the Nestle Smarties Gold Award in the 
0-5 category in 1999, the Blue Peter Best Book 
to Read Aloud award., the 2000 Nottingham/
Experian Children’s Book Award and was voted 
Best Bedtime Story by BBC Radio 2 listeners in 

2009.  Available in multiple formats, it has also 
been produced as an animated film and a stage 
production. A sequel ‘The Gruffalo’s Child’ was 
published in 2004. The author Julia Donaldson is 
the UK Children’s Laureate 2011-2013.
Translations include Dutch (De Gruffalo), Estonian 
(Grühvel), French (Gruffalo), German (Der Grüffelo), 
Hebrew (Trofoti), Irish, Italian (A spasso col mostro), 
Lithuanian (Grufas), Polish, Russian (Груффало), 
Slovene (Zverjasec), Spanish (El Grúfalo), 
Scottish Gaelic, Swedish (Gruffalon), Turkish 
(Tostoraman), Welsh (Y Gryffalo) and Afrikaans (Die 
Goorgomgaai).

A child writes to the zoo for a pet. The zoo sends 
a series of unsuitable pets which all have to be 
sent back for different reasons, except for the 
last one which is just perfect. First published in 
1982 and now available in many different formats 
including a delightful pop up version, this book has 
firmly established itself as a classic for the under 
5’s. Bright, colourful illustrations and a simple 

yet engaging text make this a perfect book to 
read aloud and share with young children. The 
board book edition of Dear Zoo is available in dual 
language editions (published by Mantra Lingua), 
in English with Albanian, Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, 
Farsi, French, Gujarati, Hindi, Panjabi, Portuguese, 
Russian, Simplified Chinese, Somali, Spanish, 
Turkish, Urdu, or Vietnamese.

Julia Donaldson  • Axel Scheffler, ill.
The Gruffalo
Macmillan, first published 1999 • ISBN 978 0 333 710920 Hbk
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Rod Campbell
Dear Zoo
Macmillan, 1982 • ISBN 978 0330512787 Hbk
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Sarah, Percy and Bill wake up in their tree nest to 
find their owl mother gone. “I want my mummy” 
cries Bill, and Sarah and Percy do their best 
to comfort him and each other while waiting 
for their mother’s return. 
An excellent story that demonstrates how 
a book can be used to give children a way 
of understanding situations that might 
be happening to them by putting them into 

a different context. It helps children who may be 
experiencing the anxiety of first time separation 
from their parents due to starting nursery 
or school. It acknowledges the baby owls’ fears 
but at the same time offers reassurance and 
a happy ending with the return of their mum. 
The illustrations empathetically work with the 
text and further enhance the story making this 
a classic book to be read and re-read.

Martin Waddell Patrick Benson, ill.
Owl Babies
Walker Books, first published 1992 • ISBN 978 0 7445 3167 1 Pbk
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A family sets out on a Bear Hunt and find 
themselves wading through grass, splashing 
through a river, squelching through mud, 
stumbling through a forest and shivering through 
a snowstorm, in search of a bear. The surprise 
comes when they reach a cave and discover 
that finding a bear wasn’t quite what they 
expected. The lyrical text by Rosen is perfectly 

complemented by Oxenbury’s watercolour 
illlustrations. The story reads aloud beautifully 
and children can join in with a range of sounds 
and actions to extend the reading experience 
further. A classic book enjoyed by children 
and adults alike. Winner of the Smarties Book 
Prize in 1989, Highly Commended for the CILIP 
Kate Greenaway medal.

Dogger is a much loved toy dog owned by a 
little boy called Dave. Although his brother and 
sister have lots of toys, Dave only wants Dogger. 
Disaster strikes when at bedtime Dogger can’t 
be found and appears to be lost, leaving Dave 
very sad indeed. Even a family trip to the school 
summer fair can’t cheer him up, until the mystery 
is solved and his big sister Bella rescues Dogger 
and returns him to Dave. Many families can relate 
to this wonderfully heartwarming and familiar 

story of a lost and found toy. Although Hughes’ 
illustrations beautifully capture a snapshot of 
1970’s life in an English community, they have 
a quality that makes the story timeless. 
The book won the CILIP Kate Greenaway medal 
in 1977 and in 2007 was voted the ‘Greenaway 
of Greenaways’ – the favourite Kate Greenaway 
medal of all time, during the 50th anniversary year 
of the medal.

It’s bedtime and Mr & Mrs Bear and Baby Bear 
go to bed. Mrs Bear’s snoring keeps Mr Bear 
awake and makes him try to find somewhere 
else to sleep. He tries baby bear’s room, the living 
room, the kitchen, the garden and the car but all 
of them have a variety of noises that keep him 
awake. Exhausted he returns to bed but just as 
he is falling asleep the morning alarm clock rings 

to wake everyone up. Jill Murphy’s delightful 
illustrations wittily capture a nighttime routine 
and Mr Bears’ frustration at being unable to fall 
asleep. Children delight in the repetition within 
the text and the opportunity to join in with the 
night time noises. Highly commended for the 
CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal.

Michael Rosen  • Helen Oxenbury
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt
Walker, first published 1989 • ISBN 978 0 7445 2323 2 Pbk
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Shirley Hughes
Dogger
Random House (Red Fox imprint) • First published 1977 (Bodley Head) • ISBN 978 1 862 30805 3 Pbk
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Jill Murphy
Peace at Last
Macmillan, first published 1980 • ISBN 978 0 230 53241 0 Hbk
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