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Children of 11 cannot spell
Wl simplest of words

== by LAURA CLARK, Daily Mail
Last updated at 09:38 28 Januar 2006
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Children's spelling ability has declined despite a multi-millionpound drive to improve

literacy standards.

2 Mann + LKW Pupils made more errors in last year's national English tests for 11-year-olds than
they did in 2004, seven years into the Government's flagship strategy.

pro Stunde

: An analysis of scripts reveals youngsters misspelt nearly halfthe words in a list of 20,
jetzt nur atise in errors on the previous year.

They even tripped up on basic words such as Washing' and 'hefare’.

Yet pupils could misspell these words and still pass the English test if they picked up
enough marks in other sections of the exam to compensate.

Ministers trumpeted an increase in the proporion of 11-year-olds passing the English
testfrom 78 per centin 2004 to 79 per cent.

But the exam is made up of several parts, including reading, writing and spelling. An
analysis by the Government's exam watchdog suggests the overall improvement
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'‘Unacceptably high'
number of adults can't
read

By Mark Ellis, Education Correspondent a® 2
i <

&n "unacceptably high" number of adults cannot read, write or add
up, MPs were warned yesterday. Despite £5Shillion spent on teaching
basic skills in the past eight years there are 5.2 million adults in
England with poor English and 6.8 million struggle with maths.

& report by the Commons Public Accounts Committee said tackling the
problem is essential if England is to remain competitive in the global
economy.

In 2003, an estimated 75 per cent of England's workingage
population had numeracy skills below the level of a good GCSE, and
56 per cent had literacy skills below this level,

Committee chairman Edward Leigh said: "This is a dismal picture."
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A third of boys don't read
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A THIRD of teen boys never read outside school,
a poll revealed yesterday. And only one in five of
those who do actually pick up a book. The rest
look at lads’ mags and emails. The Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Development
warned the “worrying” trend is linked to boys
underperforming at school. Almost 36 per cent of
15-year-old boys never read at home, while only
one in 13 spends at least an hour reading for fun.
Seventy per cent flick through a magazine and 55
per cent check emails. Meanwhile, British kids
slipped in a world education league table. Of 43
countries, the UK was ninth for maths, eighth for
literacy and fifth for science ? all one place lower
than 2002.
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