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Once upon a time in the pleasant city of Lyons, France, by a nicely temperate summer, some 4,000 librarians and information specialists gathered to reflect upon the rallying theme of Libraries, Citizens, Societies: Confluence for knowledge, and upon the future of their jobs and that of information, education, books and humans rights...
The event was launched with the Lyon Declaration on Access to Information and Development, meant to positively influence a new development agenda. The Declaration calls upon United Nations Member States “to make an international commitment through the post-2015 development agenda to ensure that everyone has access to, and is able to understand, use and share the information that is necessary to promote sustainable development and democratic societies" 

Let's hope the Lyon declaration will have some tangible political impact and will not fall on deaf ears.
IFLA congresses are pretty serious business where crucial and complex issues are dealt with such as copyrights, data preservation, cataloguing, self- publishing, moocs.
Children’s and young adults’ librarians are very much concerned with such issues as they address the core of their profession: what kind of materials can we offer our patrons and in which conditions. But they see things through a human, pragmatic, matter-of-fact prism. 
If I should define the ongoing trend of libraries for children and young adults which arose from our sessions, I would say "collective creation of content thanks to new technologies". A challenging trend which renews the approach we have to our missions. 
The Libraries for Children and Young Adults Section held several very interesting sessions: “Library in Africa meeting the needs of children and young adults” jointly organized by the Children and Young Adults Section and the Africa Section allowed us to discover the way libraries have evolved in Kenya, Cameroon and Lesotho for instance, and to take better account of children’s and young adults’ needs, mostly thanks to new technologies. In the same session Laurence Hugues, from the Alliance Internationale des Editeurs indépendants (Independent Book Publishers Association) shed light in her paper on some current book donation practices from North to South in order to propose practical recommendations and tools towards “new” book donation practices, and presented to the IFLA assembly a first draft of the Book Donation Charter reviewed by book professionals from the South – a text that could serve as a reference in terms of book donations for the next few years.
In a session entitled “Libraries creating content for and with children and young adults” among high-standard presentations, that of Michael Kevane "Libraries creating reading materials for rural children readers in Burkina Faso" held public attention: he presented the work done by local people with the help of Santa Clara University and Friends of African Village Libraries, and showed example of books written collectively on vital and everyday life issues such as sending children to school, gardening, how to build latrines... Such initiatives aim at making up for the paucity of local publishing and getting local communities involved in their cultural development and that of their children. 
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We also discovered during the same session the role of 3D print and robots in stories, in Tapiola library, Finland, or adults and children creating stories together in China.... 
The Section’s off-site session held in the public library of Lyon Part-Dieu, Transmedia as a cultural approach for children and young adults allowed the audience to discover, among others, how young people may be involved in the Great War through interactive material and to discover immersion experience through children’s literature with a presentation on "Expeditions imaginaires” (Imaginary Expeditions). 
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The presentations were followed by a tour of the library 
We could not leave Lyon and our colleagues from all over the world without sharing a special treat: after Nathalie Beau, from the National Centre for Children’s Literature at the Bibliothèque nationale de France, had made a thrilling presentation on French picture books, some of our talented colleagues read us stories, for our great listening pleasure. 
All is well that ends well as storytellers say! 
