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Area = 676,577 km2 (261,228 sq miles)
� Situated in South East Asia
� Borders with China, Laos, Thailand, Bangladesh, and 
India
� the second largest in Southeast Asia.
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Population 51.4 Millions

Source: Myanmar population and housing census 2014,
Department of Population, Ministry of Immigration and 
Population

Over 5,000 active libraries



• Number of members before 2014 - 670

• Number of members in 2016 -768

• Year founded – 1993

• Non-Governmental Organization

• Anyone who works in a library or studies 
Library and Information or supports the 
library work can join. 
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• Areas of focus

• Governance

• Education and Training

• Membership

• Programs and Activities

• Communications

• Partnerships & Fundraising

• Advocacy

Achievements of Our Strategic Plan
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• Conduct 3 basic library 
training courses to support 
and ensure for the 
development of libraries and 
professional skills for the 
members 

– 120 attendees
• Create 3 library forums for 

identifying the challenges and 
opportunities that are common 
to all libraries and sharing the 
experiences.

Activities
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3rd Library Forum
Library and Author
29-12-2015, Sarpay Beikman Library
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• Provide over 60 lectures on 
promoting library services and 
partnership at the trainings and 
workshops of Ministry of 
Information

• Joint organize Librarians’ 
Conference with the Ministry of 
Information and Myanmar Library 
Foundation

• 3 conferences (2014, 2015, 2016)
• Organize talk programs of oversea 

librarians & experts on library 
development matters

Activities
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• Launch program for the 
reenergizing 6 school libraries, 
in collaboration with Ministry of 
Education, The Asia 
Foundation and MBAPF 
(2015-2016) 

• Develop training programs for 
librarians working in village 
and community libraries.

Activities
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• Identify potential 
partnerships within 
Myanmar and with 
foreign organizations.

• Make contact with other 
Library Associations in 
the region and discuss 
possible joint projects 
(Discussed with 
Singapore for building 
Model Public Library)

• SkyNet – media group

Activities 
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• Organize more activities of interest to 
members and develop programs to interest 
new and potential members, such as 
workshops, study tours, and training 
programs

• Create and maintain a membership 
database to keep contact with members and 
to make the process of issuing membership 
renewals more efficient.

Activities
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• Establish an MLA 
Facebook page to post 
information about 
upcoming events and to 
keep information (for 
example photos) of past 
events and activities.

• Start up an MLA website in 
English to keep members 
up to date with MLA 
activities and other events 
and news of interest and to 
introduce the Association to 
the outside world.

Activities 
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• Advocate the 
government and the 
public for the need for 
a properly funded 
library service; role of 
the Myanmar Library 
Association in the 
development of the 
country

Activities

� Active participation in 
Copyright Law

� Lobbying the government 
for national library building 
in the city center, support 
for school libraries, 
CONSAL XVII



• Preparation for hosting CONSAL XVII – gathering as 
nearly 700 library professions, publishers, and providers 
around the world in 2018

• EB1 2016 (July 28-29, 2016)

• EB2 2017

• Transforming the public libraries

• Nationwide school libraries project

• Sarpay Beikman Public Library
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Let’s turn these challenges into 
opportunities together.
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To be a unique professional organization that promotes library 
disciplines, skills and services, supports the development of  
Myanmar libraries and librarians, and disseminates information 
and knowledge about the library profession
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Coming together is a beginning; 
keeping together is progress; 
working together is success.   Henry Ford


