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I. Status of the ISBD Review Group 

a. Membership 

The election process followed the new procedure established by the Governing Board, so that appointed 
members could be informed on 24 May, in time to decide if attending the Athens WLIC in August. 

With the nomination of new and continuing members, the ISBD RG will have for 2019-2021 11 members: 
Saeedeh Akbari-Daryan (National Library and Archives of Iran, Teheran, Islamic Republic of Iran: 1st term 

2019-2023) 
Renate Behrens (Deutsche Nationalbibliothek, Frankfurt am Main, Germany: 1st term 2017-2021, Liaison with 

the RDA Steering Committee) 
Flavia Bruni (Istituto Centrale per il Catalogo Unico, Roma, Italy: 1st term 2019-2023) 
Gordon Dunsire (Edinburgh, United Kingdom: 2nd term 2019-2023) 
Elena Escolano Rodríguez (Biblioteca Central, Ministerio de Economía y Impresa, Madrid, Spain: 1st term 

2017-2021) 
Judit Fejes (National Széchényi Library, Budapest, Hungary: 1st term 2019-2023) 
Rehab Ouf (Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Alexandria, Egypt: 1st term 2019-2023) 
Mélanie Roche (Bibliothèque nationale de France, Paris, France: 2nd term 2019-2023, Liaison with LIDATEC) 
Iman Khairy Weheba (Qatar National Library, Doha, Qatar: 1st term 2017-2021) 
Ricardo Santos Muñoz (National Library of Spain, Madrid, Spain: 2nd term 2017-2021) 
Hollie White (Curtin University, Perth, Australia: 1st term 2019-2023) 

Honorary member: 
Dorothy McGarry (Los Angeles, USA) 

Corresponding members (to be confirmed at the 1st meeting of the ISBD RG) for 2019-2021: 
Ben Gu (National library of China, Beijing, China) 
Irena Kavčič (National and University Library, Ljubljana, Slovenia) 
Françoise Leresche (Bibliothèque nationale de France, Paris, France) 

Consulting liaisons: 
Adelaida Caro Martín (Biblioteca Nacional de España, IFLA Rare Books and Special Collections Section) 
Anders Cato (Katalogiseringsregler og bibliografisk standard for danske biblioteker) 
Chris Holden (International Association of Music Libraries, archives and documentation centres) 
Elena Ravelli (Commissione REICAT) 
Regina Varnienė-Janssen (Kompiuterinių bibliografinių ir autoritetinių įra.ų sudarymo metodika) 
Takahiro Watanabe (Committee on Cataloging of the Japan Library Association) 
Mikael Wetterstrom (ISSN Network) 

I wish to thank the outgoing members for the extraordinary work they did during the past years: 
Vincent Boulet 
Susan R. Morris 
Clément Oury 
Mirna Willer 
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I am also leaving the group this year, and I wish to thank all friends and colleagues that shared with me this 
unique experience! 

b. New chair 2019-2021 

The deadline for the presentation of candidacies for the position of chair of the ISBD RG 2019-2021 was 7 
August, but there were no replies. The election of the new chair will take place at the first meeting of the RG, on 
27 August; in case of need there is the possibility to co-chair the group. 

c. Financial report 

The 2000 Euros allocated by the Professional Committee for the meeting of the IEG in 2018 were partially spent 
for the November meeting in Paris; the remaining sum of about 1000 Euros is still available in 2019. 

In order to simplify the procedure, this year the Governing Board has reserved a total amount of 6000 for the 
Committee on Standards, so that the units that refer to it may more easily find funds for their activity. The ISBD 
RG has not yet requested any funding for the work of the IEG. 

An application to cover travel and hotel expenses for two three-day meetings of the ISBD Editorial Group for 
members who do not have other sources of funding for the working meetings was made to the Professional 
Committee  on 26 October 2018, but the reply was negative, considering the sum already given to CoS for such 
activities: 

II. Review process of the ISBD 

The Terms of reference for the ISBD Editorial Group (IEG) were approved by the Review Group at the full-day 
meeting following WLIC in Kuala Lumpur on 30 August 2018, immediately after the Committee on Standards 
(CoS) approval of the four-years work plan for revision of ISBD 2018-20221; the group members being Renate Behrens, 
Elena Escolano, Dorothy McGarry, Rehab Ouf, Clément Oury, Mélanie Roche (chair)2. The group met at the 
Bibliothèque nationale de France in Paris on 12-14 November 2018. 

The group worked on the timeline and methodology, on the selection of ISBD elements aligned with the LRM 
Manifestation statement attribute; on terminology – namely on the use of the term “resource”; on the use of 
punctuation, possible new signs, and its positioning in the text; on the structure of the text; on communication 
strategy and action.3 

However, a meeting in February was delayed, the group members decreased from six to three, thus I took the 
responsibility to dissolve it and create a new one. This was nominated on 25 May 2019, composed by Renate 
Behrens, Elena Escolano Rodríguez (chair), Massimo Gentili-Tedeschi (observer), Dorothy McGarry, Rehab Ouf, 
Mikael Wetterstrom, and Mirna Willer. 

The new group had only virtual meetings, and, considering the different positions and views on how the revision 
of ISBD should take place and on how to accommodate the LRM model, decided to concentrate on content, in 
particular concerning unpublished resources and cartographic resources, and contacted other interested IFLA 
units and external bodies.4 

III. Working meeting, 30 August 2019 

Thanks to our colleague Alexandros Charkiolakis, Director of the Friends of Music Society and President of the 
Board of the Greek İAML branch, at the premises of the Friends of Music Society, within the Athens Concert 
Hall in MAICC, a second full-day extra working meeting of the ISBD RG after WLIC has been programmed on 
Thursday 30 August, in order to work on the update of the ISBD. The meeting is planned at 9.30-16.30. 

IV. ISBD namespaces 

 
1 Available at: https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbdrg/proposed_work_plan_for_isbd_revision_2018-
2022.pdf. The terms of reference are available at and are available at 
https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbdrg/isbd_editorial_group.pdf 
2 See the draft minutes at https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbdrg/isbd_meeting_2018_draft.pdf  
3 See outcomes of the November meeting: Report at 
https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbdrg/ieg_autumn_meeting_minutes_nov.2018.pdf, and the preliminary 
recommendations at https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbdrg/ieg_preliminary_recommendations.pdf. 
4 See the update report of August 2019 at 
https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbdrg/updateontheworkofisbdrevision_9-8-2019.pdf. 

https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbdrg/proposed_work_plan_for_isbd_revision_2018-2022.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbdrg/proposed_work_plan_for_isbd_revision_2018-2022.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbdrg/isbd_editorial_group.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbdrg/isbd_meeting_2018_draft.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbdrg/ieg_autumn_meeting_minutes_nov.2018.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbdrg/ieg_preliminary_recommendations.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbdrg/updateontheworkofisbdrevision_9-8-2019.pdf
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This was my report in 2018: 

The ISBD vocabularies, that is, full sets of ISBD elements as properties in RDF with and without defined 
domain and range are since a long time a stable part of the IFLA namespace.5 The management of IFLA 
namespaces is at present still under discussion at the Governing Board, as the present version maintained 
by MMA at the metadata registry is outdated, and choosing to update it or change maintainers would 
imply costs or disadvantages. A decision was expected at 18 August 2017 Governing Board meeting, but 
it was instead decided to postpone and to ask interest and possible co-funding to potential stakeholders. 
Despite the urgent need, highlighted among others by LIDATEC, no decision has been taken until now. 

Incredibly, despite the protests of all interested bodies, the contract with Metadata Management Associates has 
not yet been signed. Anders Cato, chair of LIDATEC has even sent his resignation, which he retired after being 
assured that the agreement with MMA was on its way, but I received no further information since the end of May 

V. Publications and presentations 

The Romanian translation of the ISBD Consolidated edition has been published in 2019, which brings the 
number of languages in which the ISBD is available to 14. 

VI. Communication 

a. Meetings in the official WLIC Programme 

The Review Groups meetings at the IFLA annual congress are again included in the official programme. This 
raises visibility, help observers attend the meetings, and eases programming the working activity. 

b. IFLA website 

Review Groups pages are now highlighted and directly linked in a separate section of the Activities and Groups 
webpage, https://www.ifla.org/activities-and-groups#review-groups. The content of the website is under 
revision, information coordinators and all units are involved in the process. 

c. Internal communication 

The mailing list that was set up for members and liaisons in October 2016, with the address isbd-
rg@infoserv.inist.fr is up and running. Working documents and discussions are shared also through a Wiki hosted 
on the PBworks platform at http://isbdrg.pbworks.com/, activated in 2011, including working documents for the 
ISBD revision; the web pages on the IFLA website (http://www.ifla.org/en/isbd-rg) are constantly updated. 

IFLA officers, including the ISBD RG chair, may communicate, post messages, upload and download documents 
through the reserved communication platform, Basecamp. The platform may be reached as a workspace, but 
messages and automatic reports of the Basecamp activity are also regularly sent to the officers. 

On behalf of the ISBD Review Group I wish to thank Agnese Galeffi and Ricardo Santos for maintaining the 
ISBD pages on the website; Joanne Yeomans, IFLA professional support officer until 9 October 2018, Claire 
McGuire who replaced her, and Helen Mandl, IFLA deputy secretary general and director of member services, for 
all their efforts in responding quickly to any questions and in communicating important news through Basecamp. 

d. External communication 

The importance of communicating IFLA’s activities has been constantly recalled at the Global Vision meetings. 
The use of social media has been also recommended, and actions like the announcement of the start of the ISBD 
revision process on social media and as IFLA news should be repeated, as they prove to be effective in 
disseminating information on the RG’s activities. All members of the ISBD RG should feel committed to 
spreading out the progress of the work. 

Respectfully submitted by 
Massimo Gentili-Tedeschi 
ISBD Review Group, Chair 
14 August 2019 

 
5 http://iflastandards.info/ns/isbd/. 
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