Public libraries and the influence of IFLA, 1930 - 1960,

with special reference to Lionel lcColvin's

chairmanghin of the Public Libraries Section,

Secretary, IVLA/FIAB,
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iz to promote international co~coperation in the field of libraria

Sericus interanational co-operation in our profession began

only at

tion after the war of 1914-18 which he founding of IFLA in 1927

~ o - N
ag the ““0 ite intermational des bibliothegues®™. This seems to have been
the direct Tesnit of an international conference in Prague im 1926, and of
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in Rome 4n M928 and there the Italian d
o

congress in Rome,
were the first two of a series of annual
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from 1 ,‘;‘? to 1'/\;2‘, of which three were
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All.thougzh tional and univers

dominated the activities the gr

i

the world whﬁ recognized from the beginning. 7Tt was at Stockholm at the

Sy ey ’ e s &
ttee on Public Libraries made its first report.

session of N930 that a Commit

The initiative in forming the Commititee had been taken at the Conference of
Assceiation for Adult Bducation at Cambridge, at which a resolution

was passed pequesting IFLA to appoint a Committee on Public Lil
n

firset chairman was Mr. Carl H., Milam of Ct i'aﬂc,

study of publiec library methods, service and tra

The next step took vlace at the sessicn at Cheltenham in the
following year, 1931,” when the International Institute of Intellectual

2

t &
Co=-operation of Paris (the forerunner of ULESCO) intervened. The Institute
had been asked by the International Labour O0ffice in Geneva to investigate

% . -~

the use of public libraries for leisure. At
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remarked that in the experience of the New York Public Library the
increase of the number of readers always coincided with the increase of
unemployuent? 4. fHenri Lemaltre, honorary librarian at the Bibliotheéqgue

nationale, Paris, had undertaken to produce a report which would be sent

ional Labour Office; the next year at Berne 1. Lemaltre

b
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presented his preliminary docunment” to IILA, containing reports on the

Belgiuwm, Czechoslovakia, France, Germany,

> 1

Latvia, Hexico, Poland aand Sweden. He

indicated amongst other s the importance of appointing librarians

i
train: The revort was ulitimately published in Paris

, and carried the authority of the Likrary IExperts Committee of

|
‘-qu of Wations, the parent body of the International Institute of
Intellectunl Co-operation. Almost simulta usly an international work
on public libraries by the Librarian of St. Louls Public Libraries was
published in the U.S5.4.

its second full congz

onae. Among the resolutions of this Congress

were several recommending that public librasries Lthroughout the world

given ample finaneclial supvort, so that they could fulfil theiyp

rtant| cultural nurpose. It was eaphasismed that rural areas could be

The following year the Leapgue of Hations published another
foe (e 44 et B e ) 4
worlk on nhn Lie libraries emphasizing thelr important social and

intellectnal role.

braries dub~conmittee

(-.J-

At ite meeting in 19%7 the Publie L

1 ] .

decided to turn to the study

A

o
proposed py Herr W. Schuster of Berlin, whi
scale investigation to ascerizin 1. which

n .

sclences, technology, etc.) had attracted

2s the provortion between imasginative and scientific literat

which lanpuapges books were read; L, the five most demanded

Herr Schuster announced that the Instiitut fur Leser und Schriftitumskunde

in Leipzig would undertake the practical work of the investigation.



The next year, 1938, i
L s
Public Librmrics’J that this investig&tion should be undertaken jointly by
the lLeipgig Institute, the University of lLondon School of Librarianship, and
the Graduate Library School of the University of Chicago.

Herr Schuster reported

~
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At the meeting at Amsterdam in duly 1830
ess of the investigotion, but alas! it was at this session that

e
the President of IFLA, llonsieur Godet, Director of the Swiss National

Library, gave his frank and solemn warning ? on "le division du monde

on the choice between "lL'état ou 1'individu, ls nation ou 1t humanite .

b

the librarians gothered there in the name of IFLA that if the

state were the supreme vprinciple, to which all were subordinated, then
nd indeed two months later the

national library co-operation was

fering, during and two years after the

¥, where a
Leur Godet.
the International

and the
2
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sb~war renort , recorded
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co=operation with URESCU shoulid take all

a recommendation that

the establishment of publie libraries in

materials. Thie resolution was clearly

democracy, and

based on reliasble informe

judices or propaganda. This report of the Sub-committee 'rested (zs stated

paragransh) on three ass

unptionsy

1s That nopt peonle are educablej
2« That the judgements of the common man are generally sound when based

on focts and on honestly exvressed opinionss and

3« that the public library has a mission of great significance in making

y 2%

facts and opinions easily accesslble to everybody™.
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the Subecommittee went further, and recommended that

03

overanments "should make gbligatory the establishment of central libraries
5%

to suoy to rural districts as we

and school librariest.
And it was the next yeap, 1949, it will be remenmbered that ULESCO
to in the form of a poster and a leaflet
on "The Publig Library, a living force of popular education', proclaiming

the public library to be a creation of modern democracy, which demonstrated

the faith of dewmoccracy in education.
&

t this time that Lionel R. MeColvin begen to be Lkuown,

extension',

: 1€ i A
nore in Landon,) and the mosgt imnortant

UNEECO to emphasize

vublic library services and educat-

L5CO were rather close

2 A -
LRGeTH

ally opened its first pilod

project public library at et in Rome, and the Executive Board

had invited Charles Nowell, President of the Library Associations, and

to zddress the session on: "lhe

Aims and pyoblemz of public librariesH Thie was an historic address,

which summed up so much exverience of the public library movement in Great
\

Briftain.

Danish Public
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Copenhagen, presented his report on the dif ences in rezding

habits between readers in towns and in the country. was the last

renr in which Hornsen was chairman of the Sub-commit

In 1952 Lionel R. licColvin became Chalpman of the Sub-commitiee,

and resolved to enguire into the bhasic factors which had favoured %}
|
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n some countries, and factors which had
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therss; the nature and effects of State aid

ed new statutes in 1452, and the next year, 1953, the
Sub-committee was re-named Public ILdibraries Section, and met at the newly-

i
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3 Council of IFLA (Conseil de la FIAB) at Vienna.

chairman, rengrited that the working paper on
blic Library Services™ had becen circulated to
sociations nad avnointed representatives

£ public librariecs. The

ully during the cowdng year; 1t
-
yublished in Libri®™ in 1954 'The Henmorandun’,

ty and became kaown as "T
/l

: el 5.5 T ’
by This time Melolvin was able

-

had already
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been adoonted by the Library Associations of Denmark, Sweden and Finland,
Claxd v = Vb emlr acmamd add o A1l A neat o e I T T e ) +% &
Swiss and Dutch assoclations could not adopt it owing to the

4 oo

many different

&
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different cgonditions in these countries; 1in Bwitzer

'1

bodies, apart from local aut.orities, were responsible for libraries,

Roman Catholic libraries.

gctor of the
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of the public

the solution of

In 1955 1IFLA held its third fullescale congress, this time at
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srussels, Wwohere the Public Libraries Sectlion also met. The lMenorandum was
Dag
b4
c— wed oo Adandad Wy Sl i, P— o 20
My, and was adowvied Dy vhe VOARressS.

of publiec library service, cof=

. P

S B ol i o 4 "
vas o some extent an Anglo-

and serves as an avthoritative document - much

more detaile the UNESCO Manifesto of 1950 - on pubklic library policy.

The main prianciples of the Hemorandum may be summarized as follows:—

A. The purpose of the public library
access to bocks to all,

J. It must be a comprehensive, general service,

. It should be provided by the community as a whole, and
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should be a "free' service,

De  Ite provision should be the responsibility of government, and

paid for out of loecal or state bawxation.

Le The service should be provided by the loezl authority, so as
to look after the special interests of the locality, and to
malie the public feel that they are resnousible for it, and
partly confrol it.
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«» The responsible local authoriiy should however, cover

yox £ o S ke =T - Sy,
area of a suitable natural region.

feirly 1s

s 'The local public library service should also receive sone

State (central government), which is best

by & Stete Libraz

o)
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authorities legal powers must be given, and

&

for reference and for borrowling.

A Yelosed' lending library can exert little educatiosnal

be recruited from perscons with a good

essential, to invite those concerned with library development,
asng ¢ co-ordinate exmerie ) 1deals and molicies
a0 o co-oralinate ex r:)e.:. ienece g a8 and DoLICLeS.

brarians, authorities znd the public
i

to g the library service is a

essential glement in the life of any eivilized

gommunitys that it is one of the fundamental
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an inbterngtional recomnendation. In 1956 at Hun ; t was pronosed o
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was discussed further in 1957 at Paris, where it was decided to

draw up stapdards for library services, and brary prenis

I
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publish the standards of service finally in Libri.”  This MHemorandum was

discussed again and adopted by the Public Libraries Section at Madril

followed by the publication of the draft memorandum
b
on "3 Library Premises™” in 1359, and it was to be sdowptad
3t g
aftexr o, and comment by wmembers, in 1960,

\
It was at this point, however,; that Helcolwvin's mind suddenly

becamne clouded, aznd his valuaeble help was unhappily denied to fulfure

ey ol

sesgions of IFLA, Iumit, fortunately for IFLA and its members, he hadalready

©

blic Library Section: the renort

7

achieved sope very great work g
on "The Desvelopment of services®, the statement on the
principles of public library service, (the "Memorandum"), the standards

for service, and the standards for premises - 21l mentioned above, and to

great contribution to the work of IFLA and to iis

influence on public library development. HcColvin succeeded in passing

on the besi of British emperience to his colleagues beyond our shores,.
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