
Dr Francis Gurry, 
Director General, World Intellectual Property Organization, 
34, Chemin des Colombettes,  
CH-1211 Geneva 20,  
Switzerland 
 
3 April 2020 
 
 
Dear Dr Gurry, 
 
We write to you as organisations and individuals representing researchers, educators, 
students, and the institutions that support them, to encourage WIPO to take a clear stand in 
favour of ensuring that intellectual property regimes are a support, and not a hindrance, to 
efforts to tackle both the Coronavirus outbreak and its consequences. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has shone a bright light on how important intellectual property 
limitations and exceptions can be to development and human flourishing. Researchers 
discovered the spread of the virus through a text and data mining project analysing 
copyrighted news articles1, enabled by Canada’s flexible fair dealing right for research 
purposes. The earliest potential treatments have been developed through existing 
medicines, enabled by experimental use exceptions to patent rights.  
 
Now, schools, universities, libraries, archives, museums and research institutes across the 
world, forced to close their buildings, are transferring materials online and providing remote 
access, but only where copyright laws permit. However, these and other critical activities to 
overcome the crisis are not being performed everywhere - including where subscriptions 
have been paid in advance - because they are not lawful everywhere. 
 
We have seen helpful steps from a number of countries, and from some right holders 
themselves, to facilitate access to academic articles and other works, educational and 
cultural materials, research data, chemical libraries, and needed medicines and medical 
devices that are subject to intellectual property rights. These steps are to be lauded. But 
much more is needed. And WIPO can help lead the way.  
 
We urge you to use your position as the leader of the global intellectual property system to 
take urgent action to guide Member States and others in their response to intellectual 
property issues that the coronavirus is raising. These steps should include: 

 
• Encouraging all WIPO member states to take advantage of flexibilities in the 

international system that permit uses of intellectual property-protected works for 
online education, for research and experimental uses, and for vital public interests, 
such as access to medicine and culture; 
 

 
1 See Eric Niiler, An AI Epidemiologist Sent the First Warnings of the Wuhan Virus, Wired, 25.01.2020, 
https://www.wired.com/story/ai-epidemiologist-wuhan-public-health-warnings/ 



• Calling on all right holders to remove licensing restrictions that inhibit remote 
education, research (including for text and data mining and artificial intelligence 
projects) and access to culture, including across borders, both to help address the 
global pandemic, and in order to minimise the disruption caused by it;  

 
• Supporting the call by Costa Rica for the World Health Organization to create a 

global pool of rights in COVID-19 related technology and data, as well as promoting 
the use of the Medicines Patents Pool, voluntary licensing, intellectual property 
pledges, compulsory licensing, use of competition laws, and other measures to 
eliminate barriers to the competitive global manufacture, distribution and sale of 
potentially effective products to detect, prevent, and treat COVID-19; 

 
• Supporting countries’ rights to enact and use exceptions to trade secret and other 

intellectual property rights needed to facilitate greater access to manufacturing 
information, cell lines, confidential business information, data, software, product 
blueprints, manufacturing processes, and other subject matter needed to achieve 
universal and equitable access to COVID-19 medicines and medical technologies as 
soon as reasonably possible. 

 
We believe that WIPO through your leadership can show its commitment to achieving 
sustainable development by taking swift and clear action to ensure that the global 
intellectual property system promotes research, education, access to culture, and public 
health.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Organisational Signatories (as of 5 April 2020) 
 
ABCU, Asociacion Civil 
ABGRA - Delegación Mendoza 
Africa Centre for Clinical Governance Research and Patient Safety @ HRI West Africa, 
Calabar, Nigeria 
American Library Association, USA  
Amical Wikimedia 
ANSOL - Associação Nacional para o Software Livre, Portugal 
Aprender 3C, comunidad de conocimiento colaborativo 
AsociaciÃ³n ChaqueÃ±a de Bibliotecarios - Argentina 
Asociacion Bibliotecarios de Córdoba 
Asociación Bibliotecarios de Córdoba (A.B.C.) 
Asociación civil 
Asociación Civil de Bibliotecarios Jurídicos - ACBJ, Argentina  
Asociación de Bibliotecarios de Jujuy - Jujuy - Argentina  
Asociación de Bibliotecarios Graduados de la República Argentina 
Asociación de Bibliotecarios Graduados de la República Argentina 
Asociacion de Bibliotecólogos del Uruguay 



Association of College and Research Libraries 
Biblioteca del Congreso de la NaciÃ³n / Library of the National Congress, Argentina 
Biblioteca Nacional de Maestros - BNM, Argentina 
Bibliotecarios Al Senado, Argentina 
Canadian Association of Research Libraries 
Canadian Federation of Library Associations/Fédération Canadienne des Associations de 
Bibliothèques 
Cancer Alliance, South Africa 
Center for Democracy & Technology, USA 
Center for Information Policy Research, School of Information Studies, University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, USA 
Center for Media & Social Impact  
Centre for Intellectual Property Policy & Management (CIPPM), Bournemouth University, UK 
Centre for Internet and Society (CIS), India 
Centrum Cyfrowe, Poland 
CILIP, UK Library and Information Association 
Civil Liberties Union for Europe (Liberties) 
Colegio Colombiano de Bibliotecología - ASCOLBI, Colombia 
Commons Foundation, South Korea 
COMMUNIA International Association 
COORDINADORA DE BIBLITOECAS POPULARES DE LA MATANZA 
Corporacion Innovarte, Chile 
Creative Commons 
Creative Commons Colombia 
Creative Commons Ecuador 
Creative Commons Lithuania 
Creative Commons Nederland 
Creative Commons Portugal 
Creative Commons Slovenia 
Creative Commons Uruguay 
Cyprus Internet Observatory - ellakcy 
D3 - Defesa dos Direitos Digitais, Portugal 
Derechos Digitales · América Latina 
Digital Republic, Bulgaria 
Digitale Gesellschaft, Germany 
Education International (EI) 
Electronic Information for Libraries (EIFL) 
European Students' Union (ESU) 
Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales Flacso  Sede Argentina 
Fundación Conector, Colombia 
Fundación Karisma, Colombia 
Fundación Vía Libre (Argentina)  
G-BAIPI 
GEDA - Grupo de Estudos de Direito Autoral e Industrial /Universidade Federal do ParanÃ¡ - 
Brasil 
Global Expert Network on Copyright User Rights 
Global Humanitarian Progress GHP Corp. 



Grupo Bibliotecario sobre Acceso a la Información y Propiedad Intelectual 
Grupo de Invesetigacon Plebio (Universidad Nacional de Colombia) 
Health GAP (Global Access Project) 
Homo Digitalis, Greece 
Institute for Intellectual Property and Social Justice 
Institute for Intellectual Property and Social Justice, USA 
Intellectual Property Institute, Slovenia 
International Council on Archives (ICA) 
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) 
International Music Managers Forum 
Internet Archive  
InternetLab - Law and Technology Research Center, São Paulo Brazil 
IP Unit, University of Cape Town, South Africa 
ISUR, Colombia 
Knowledge Commune, South Korea 
Knowledge Ecology International (KEI) 
La Red Nacional de Asociaciones de Bibliotecarios de la República Argentina ( RENABI.AR) 
LWC Health  
Medical Training Services 
Nexa Center for Internet & Society 
Northeastern University’s Center for Law, Innovation and Creativity (CLIC), USA  
Observatorio Astronómico de Córdoba 
Observatorio del Tratado de Marrakech en América Latina 
Open Knowledge Foundation 
Open State Foundation 
Organizations (listed alphabetically)  
Partido Interdimensional Pirata, Argentina 
Proprietas (National Institute of Science and Technology), Brazil 
Public Citizen 
Public Knowledge 
Reciaria Red de Redes de Información AR 
Red BibliotecasJuriRed 
Red de Latinoamérica y del Caribe de Derecho de Autor, del Acceso a la Información, la 
Cultura y otros temas relativos (REDLACDA - Copyright Network) 
Red Distrital de Bibliotecas Públicas de Bogotá - BibloRed, Colombia 
Salud y Fármacos Estados Unidos 
SELACC - SECRETARIADO LATINOAMERICANO Y DEL CARIBE DE CARITAS 
Telemedicine Society of India 
Tohatoha Aotearoa Commons, New Zealand 
Treatment Action Group 
Vrijschrift 
Wikimedia Argentina 
Wikimedia Deutschland 
Wikimedia España 
Wikimedia Italia 
Xnet, Spain 
Young Pirates of Europe, Pan-European youth organization 



 
Individual Signatories (as of 5 April 2020) 
 
Fernando Acevedo,  Red Nacional de Asociaciones de Bibliotecarios - Argentina 
Fernando Dari  Acevedo,  AsociaciÃ³n ChaqueÃ±a de Bibliotecarios - Argentina 
VÃctor Aguirre Negro,   Asociacion de BibliotecÃ³logos del Uruguay 
Bernard  Alarcon Porflidtt,   UniversitÃ© Catholique de Louvain 
Joseph  Ana,   Africa Centre for Clinical Governance Research and Patient Safety @ HRI West 
Africa, Calabar, Nigeria 
Fernando Ariel Lopez, Biblioteca Nacional de Maestros, Argentina 
Ricardo Ayala,   Ghent University 
Brook K. Baker, Northeastern U. School of Law, USA 
Marita Balbi,   Grupo Bibliotecario sobre Acceso a la InformaciÃ³n y Propiedad Intelectual 
Valérie Laure Benabou, Université Aix-Marseille, France 
Valbona  Berdica,   Scientific Library of University â€œLuigj Gurakuqiâ€•Shkoder, Albania 
John  Bergmayer,   Public Knowledge 
Michael Birnhack, Faculty of Law, Tel Aviv University, Israel 
Maja Bogataj Jančič, Intellectual Property Institute, Slovenia 
Sara Bolaños Muñoz, Fundación Claroscuro, Ecuador 
Cristina  Borrajo,   Red BibliotecasJuriRed 
Alina Boyte, Mississippi College School of Law, USA 
Eduardo  BURATTINI,   BIBLIOTECA POPULAR MADRE TERESA de VIRREY DEL PINO, 
ARGENTINA 
Alejandro Tomas Butler 
Brandon Butler, University of Virginia Library, USA 
Stella Maris  Caballero,   AsociaciÃ³n de Bibliotecarios de Jujuy - Jujuy - Argentina 
Antonio Cajas,   Pontificia Universidad CatÃ³lica del PerÃº 
Beth Cate, O’Neill School of Public and Environmental Affairs, Indiana University, USA 
Cintia CECCHINI,   Escuela Nacional de Bibliotecarios 
Patricia Diaz Charquero,   Consejo de FormaciÃ³n en EducaciÃ³n y Universidad de la 
RepÃºblica (Uruguay) 
Margaret  Chon,   Seattle University School of Law 
Maria Cecilia Corda,   Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales Flacso  Sede Argentina 
Jorge Contreras, University of Utah, USA 
Ray  Corrigan,   The Open University, UK 
Carys Craig, Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, Canada 
Tesh Dagne, Thompson Rivers University, Canada 
Kwoba David,   SSP - Supply, Systems & People, KENYA 
Kathleen DeLaurenti, Johns Hopkins University, USA 
Graciela Del Rio,   AsoBiChu 
Estelle Derclaye, University of Nottingham, UK 
Jose Luis  Diaz ,  Vocal Comision Nacional Protectora de Bibliotecas Populares 
Gabriela  Diessler,  Instituto de BiologÃa y Medicina Experimental 
Séverine Dusollier, Sciences Po Law School, France 
Graham Dutfield, University of Leeds, UK 
Kristofer Erickson, University of Leeds, UK 
Estela Escalado,  G-BAIPI 



Christine Farley, American University Washington College of Law, USA 
Nilda  Fernandez, Reciaria Red de Redes de InformaciÃ³n AR 
Sean Flynn, American University Washington College of Law, USA 
Paulina  Gamberg,   ABGRA 
Alexandra Giannopoulou, University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
Deborah Gleeson, La Trobe University, Australia 
Begoña  Glez. Otero,  Max Planck Institute for Innovation and Competition 
Eric Goldman, Santa Clara University School of Law, USA 
Melissa  Gold Fournier,  Yale Center for British Art 
Andres Guadamuz, University of Sussex, UK 
Lucie Guibault, Dalhousie University, Canada 
Juan Pablo   Gorostiaga,   Asociacion Bibliotecarios de CÃ³rdoba 
Henning Grosse Ruse-Khan, University of Cambridge, UK 
Melisa  Guevara,   Pontificia Universidad CatÃ³lica del PerÃº 
Sridhar  Gutam,   Open Access India 
Fernando Gabriel GutiÃ©rrez,   Universidad Nacional de LujÃ¡n. Sistema de Bibliotecas y 
Centros de DocumentaciÃ³n, Argentina 
Wilma Haan, Open State Foundation 
Eldar Haber, University of Haifa, Israel 
Susan Haigh, Canadian Association of Research Libraries 
David Hansen,Duke University, USA 
Naomi Hawkins, University of Exeter Law School, UK 
Evelin Heidel, member, Creative Commons 
Yaniv Heled, Georgia State University College of Law 
Mandy Henk, Tohatoha Aotearoa Commons, New Zealand 
Joachim Henkel, Technical University of Munich, Germany 
Daniel  Hermida Pezzelatto ,   Resultados de bÃºsqueda Resultado web con enlaces de 
partes del sitio  Instituto de FormaciÃ³n TÃ©cnica Superior NÂº 13 (Ciudad de Buenos Aires) 
Francisco  HernÃ¡ndez,   SELACC - SECRETARIADO LATINOAMERICANO Y DEL CARIBE DE 
CARITAS 
Sileshi Bedasie Hirko, University of Ottawa, Canada 
Cynthia Ho, Loyola University of Chicago School of Law, USA 
JÃ¶rg  Hoffmann, Max Planck Institute for Innovation and Competition 
Nuria  Homedes, Salud y FÃ¡rmacos Estados Unidos 
Bernt Hugenholtz, Institute for Information Law, University of Amsterdam 
Elizabeth Hutchinson, Independent Adviser and Trainer, School Libraries 
MarÃa del Carmen Iglesias, AsociaciÃ³n Bibliotecarios Escolares de Merlo 
Vinodh Ilangovan,  Labdemic 
Guriqbal Singh Jaiya, Telemedicine Society of India 
Steven Jamar, Institute for Intellectual Property and Social Justice, Washington, DC, USA 
Peter Jaszi, American University Washington College of Law, USA 
Paulius Jurcys, Creative Commons Lithuania 
Brewster  Kahle, Internet Archive 
Lisette Kalshoven, Creative Commons Nederland 
Brandy Karl, Pennsylvania State University Libraries, USA 
Ariel Katz, University of Toronto Faculty of Law, Canada 
Dick Kawooya, University of South Carolina 



Amalyah Keshet, Copyright Management for Cultural Heritage 
Howard Knopf, Macera & Jarzyna, LLP, Ottawa, Canada 
Martin Kretschmer, CREATe, University of Glasgow 
Sapna Kumar, University of Houston, USA 
David Kwoba, SSP - Supply, Systems & People 
Charalampos Kyritsis, student at the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece  
Maria Silvia Lacorazza, Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Pcia Buenos Aires 
Maria Silvia Lacorazza, AsociaciÃ³n de Bibliotecarios Graduados de la RepÃºblica Argentina 
Christopher Lettl, WU Vienna, Austria 
Lili  Lencinas, Observatorio AstronÃ³mico de CÃ³rdoba 
David S. Levine, Elon University School of Law, USA 
Yvette Joy Liebesman, Saint Louis University School of Law, USA 
Yong Liu, Hebei Academy of Social Sciences in China 
Oscar Lizarazo-Cortes, Universidad Nacional de Colombia 
Ruth Lopert, Dept of Health Plicy & Management, George Washington University 
Alex Lungu, Artist 
Lisa Macklem, University of Western Ontario 
Michael Madison, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, USA 
Kara Malenfant, Association of College and Research Libraries 
Bashar Malkawi, University of Sharjah 
Paige Mann, University of Redlands 
Nancy Marrelli, Concordia University 
Maria Eugenia Maza, Esc. NÂ° 92 
Julie McKenna, Canadian Federation of Library Associations/FÃ©dÃ©ration Canadienne des 
Associations de BibliothÃ¨ques 
Axel Metzger, Humboldt Universität, Berlin, Germany 
SalomÃ©  Meyer, Cancer Alliance, South Africa 
Timo Minssen, Center for Advanced Studies in Biomedical Innovation Law, Faculty of Law, 
University of Copenhagen 
John T. Mitchell, Interaction Law, USA 
Isela María  Mo Amavet, Biblioteca del Congreso de la Nación / Oficina Regional de IFLA para 
América Latina y el Caribe (Argentina) 
Erica  Mogdans, Biblioteca Publica De Las Misiones / ABGRA 
Jenny Molloy, University of Cambridge, UK 
Rosa Monfasani, Miembro ComitÃ© Coordinador Reciaria-Red de Redes de InformaciÃ³n 
Todd Mundle, Kwantlen Polytechnic University 
Peter Murray-Rust, ContentMine, UK 
MarÃa Eugenia Naiaretti, AsociaciÃ³n Civil de Bibliotecarios JurÃdicos 
Heesob Nam, Patent Attorney, South Korea 
Caroline Ncube, University of Cape Town, Faculty of Law, South Africa  
Karogo  Ngotho, University of Nairobi S.O.L 
Denise R. Nicholson, Specialist Copyright Librarian, South Africa 
Dr Guido Noto La Diega, University of Stirling 
Enyinna Nwauche, Nelson Mandela School of Law, University of Fort Hare South Africa 
Chidi Oguamanam, University of Ottawa 
MarÃa InÃ©s  Olmedo, Grupo Bibliotecario sobre Acceso a la InformaciÃ³n y Propiedad 
Intelectual 



Desmond Osaretin Oriakhogba, University of Benin, Benin City, Nigeria 
Janewa Osei-Tutu, Florida International University College of Law, Miami, Florida, USA 
Kylie Pappalardo, Queensland University of Technology, Australia 
Angelica PatiÃ±o, Global Humanitarian Progress GHP Corp. 
Mathilde Pavis, Ph.D., University of Exeter, England, UK 
Lucia Pelaya, G-BAIPI 
Luis Pestarini, Biblioteca del Congreso/Argentina 
Maria Chiara  Pievatolo,   UniversitÃ  di Pisa 
Nicholas Poole, CILIP, UK Library and Information Association 
Giulia Priora,  Institute of Law, Politics and Development (DIRPOLIS), Sant'Anna School of 
Advanced Studies, Pisa, Italy 
Laura Quilter, University of Massachusetts Amherst Libraries, USA 
João Pedro Quintais, Institute for Information Law (IViR), University of Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands 
Srividhya Ragavan, Texas A&M University School of Law, Fort Worth, Texas, USA 
Julia Reda, former Member of the European Parliament, Germany 
Dr. Hafiz Aziz ur Rehman, International Islamic University, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Eva Revitt, MacEwan University 
Allan Rocha de Souza, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro - Program on Public Policy, 
Strategies and Development (PPED), Brazil 
Ole-Andreas Rognstad, University of Oslo, Norway 
Rosalba Rey Rodriguez, Centro de InnovaciÃ³n y Desarrollo TecnolÃ³gico CIDT 
Bernardo Rojas, Centro de FormaciÃ³n TÃ©cnica ENAC, Chile 
Nora Edith  RomÃ¡n, Biblioteca del Congreso de la NaciÃ³n, Argentina 
Felipe  Romero-Moreno, University of Hertfordshire 
Matthew Sag, Loyola University Chicago School of Law, USA 
Fabiana  Salerno, AsociaciÃ³n Regional de DiÃ¡lisis y Trasplante Renal 
Sandeep Saluja, Saran Ahram 
Rachael Samberg, University of California, Berkeley, USA 
"Evelin  Sánchez,    
Asociación De Bibliotecarios Del Chubut" 
Marcela Viviana Sanchez,  Universidad Nacional del Sur 
Ana  Sanllorenti, Facultad de Ciencias Exactas y Naturales de la Universidad de Buenos Aires 
Alejandro Lorenzo Cesar Santa, Biblioteca del Congreso de la NaciÃ³n / Library of the 
National Congress, Argentina 
Antonio  Santangelo, Nexa Center for Internet & Society 
Joshua Sarnoff, DePaul University College of Law, USA  
Phet Sayo, International Development Research Center 
Tobias Schonwetter, Faculty of Law, University of Cape Town, South Africa 
Wendy Seltzer, World Wide Web Consortium 
Martin Senftleben, Institute for Information Law (IViR), University of Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands 
Megan Senseney, University of Arizona Libraries 
Sepehr Shahshahani, Fordham Law School, USA 
Laura Silberleib, G-BAIPI 
Jessica Silbey, Northeastern University School of Law, Boston, Mass., USA 
Francisco Silva Garcés, Red de Investigación de Conocimiento Libre, Ecuador 



Virginia Inés Simón, Universidad Nacional de Mar del Plata, Argentina 
Robin Sinn, Johns Hopkins University 
Anbreen Slama-Chaudhry,   Medical Training Services 
Susana Soto, Universidad Abierta Interamericana 
Catherine Stihler, Open Knowledge Foundation 
Katherine J. Strandburg, New York University School of Law, USA 
Subash Surendran Padmaja, ICAR- National Institute of Agricultural Economics and Policy 
Research 
Uma Suthersanen, Queen Mary University of London, UK 
Toshiko Takenaka, Ph.D., University of Washington School of Law, USA 
Martin Adalberto Tena Espinoza de los Monteros,   Universidad de Guadalajara 
MarÃa Sol Terlizzi, Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales, FLACSO 
Sergio Edgardo  Terrera, ABGRA - DelegaciÃ³n Mendoza 
Ellen ‘t Hoen LLM, PhD | Medicines Law & Policy 
Kimberly  Tignor,   Institute for Intellectual Property and Social Justice 
Estela Edith  Tolosa,   Universidad de Buenos Aires 
Anabel Tomatis, ABISFE 
Anna Torres, Wikimedia Argentina 
Sunita Tripathy, Researcher, Information Society, European University Institute, Florence, 
Italy 
Luz Marina Umbasia, GHP Corp. 
VK Unni, Indian Institute of Management Calcutta 
Jennifer Urban, University of California, Berkeley 
Claudia Patricia Vaca GonzÃ¡lez,   Universidad Nacional de Colombia 
Mariana Valente, InternetLab - Law and Technology Research Center, SÃ£o Paulo Brazil 
Yousuf Vawda, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 
Liza Vertinsky, Emory Law School 
Coenraad Visser, University of South Africa 
Silvia Vitilon,  Administración Gubernamental de Ingresos Publicos 
Timothy Vollmer,  University of California, Berkeley Library 
Marcos Wachowicz,   GEDA - Grupo de Estudos de Direito Autoral e Industrial /Universidade 
Federal do ParanÃ¡ - Brasil 
Marcos  Wachowicz,   Universidade Federal do ParanÃ¡ - Brasil 
Andrea Wallace, University of Exeter Law School, UK 
Craig  Welch, LWC Health 
Ante Wessels, Vrijschrift 
Darius Whelan, University College Cork, Ireland 
Ryan Whalen, University of Hong Kong Faculty of Law, Hong Kong 
Patricia J. Williams, Northeastern University 
 


