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“The Way Forward for an Egyptian Ratification of the Marrakesh Treaty” Symposium
Closing Statement

Preamble
Based on the provisions of the Constitution of 2014, and previous Egyptian constitutions, which promote freedoms, ensure rights, foster citizenship, and guarantee equality to all citizens, including persons with disabilities, as well as incorporate the foundations required to establish the knowledge economy;
Given that Egypt is a leading Arab and African country in championing the mainstreaming of the development dimension in all regional and international forums, including the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO);
Since the “Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled” represents a breakthrough in the field of intellectual property, being the first of its kind to assert the rights of persons with visual impairment to access published works through the adoption of copyright limitations and exceptions, which provide access to these works;
Recognizing the centrality of access to knowledge in achieving comprehensive development that is based on an economy built on this knowledge;
Realizing Egypt’s international commitments in the field of human rights, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), as well as its commitments in the field of intellectual property rights under the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, and the World Trade Organization (WTO) agreements, particularly the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS);
Noting that Tunisia and the United Arab Emirates have ratified this international treaty, which constitutes a milestone in the lives of persons with visual impairment; and 
In the context of the opportunity which will be provided by the Egyptian ratification of the Marrakesh Treaty in promoting Arab cooperation in the field of exchange of accessible publications for persons with visual impairment, whether through individual communication or through civil society organizations, including organizations representing the visually impaired, as well as allowing the exchange of these accessible publications with other countries in the world, thereby enhancing and consolidating the concept of exchange and understanding between civilizations‒it is worth mentioning that only 7% of publications are made available in accessible formats for the visually impaired in developed countries, with this percentage decreasing significantly in developing countries and the Arab region, reaching only 2%;
Based on all of the above, the assembly attending the symposium entitled “The Way Forward for an Egyptian Ratification of the Marrakesh Treaty” organized by the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA), the World Blind Union (WBU), and the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, appeal to the political leadership in Egypt to expedite the necessary constitutional procedures for the Egyptian ratification of the “Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled”, in support of millions of blind people in Egypt and the Arab region.
Alexandria, on February 12, 2017.
