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The genealogy market 

• The value of the worldwide genealogy market is estimated to grow from a 2012 figure of $2billion to 

$2.7 billion in 2018 

• Estimated to be more than 92 million individual genealogists worldwide. In the United States alone a 

genealogy enthusiast typically spends anywhere between $1,000 and $18,000 a year to trace ancestors 

• There are no definitive statistics to illustrate the likely number of genealogists in the UK but all the 

indicators are that this is large and a high growth market 

• The spend of UK family historians is increasing. The main beneficiaries of this are Ancestry and the 

Library’s partner Find My Past which both offer newspaper content as a primary resource within their 

portfolios of family history datasets 

• Most of the top genealogy websites are focused on the US market. 65 of the top 100 genealogy 

websites are from the US. This roughly corresponds to the size of the US genealogy market 

• Ancestry.com continues to remain the most popular genealogy website in the world and is regarded as 

a powerhouse in the field of genealogy. They own four of the top ten genealogy websites and 14 of the 

top 100 genealogy websites. They have 1.7 million paid subscribers. The company expects to grown 

2013 revenue by 15% to 20% driven by continuing growth in the genealogy market 
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British Library newspaper collection 

• British Library newspaper collection is possibly the greatest collection in the world.  

• Most of the runs of newspapers published in the UK since 1800 

• Collection dates from 16th Century 

• 53,198 separate print titles 

• 370,000 reels of microfilm 

• 50 km of shelf space 

• Legal deposit collects 95% of 1400 titles from UK and Ireland 

• 200 overseas titles 

• 800 million pages 

• 30,000 readers per year 
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Newspaper digitisation initiatives 

• The Burney collection of 1800 to 1900 content 

• 2004: Jisc/Gale Cengage three million searchable pages of 19th century British 

Newspapers 

• May 2010 commitment for up to 40 million fully searchable pages 

• August 2013: Seven million pages from early 18th century through to 1950 

• Embedded in brightsolid Find My Past genealogy website and sold into institutional 

market 

• Gale Cengage Nineteenth Century Collections Online    
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www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk 
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www.findmypast.co.uk 
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Connecting citizens 
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Genealogy and television 



www.bl.uk 10 

The growth of ‘Who Do You Think You Are’  

• A global phenomenon 

• BBC now in its 10th season 

• American adaptation in March 2010 

• Two series in Ireland 

• Polish version: Sekrety Rodzinne 

• Sweden: Vem tror du att du ar 

• South Africa, Holland, Denmark, Germany, Finland 

• …all using the power of newspaper content 
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Language is no longer a barrier 

• August 2013 Find My Past launch another 125 million articles 

• 4,322,702 Canadian newspaper articles 1872-2012 

• 144,845 Chinese newspaper articles 1850-1926 

• 1,019 Danish newspaper articles 1884-1936 

• 54,361 French newspaper articles 1848-1979 

• 573,759 German newspaper articles 1948-1999 

• 1,304,344 Jamaican newspaper articles 1834-2012 

• 589,460 Japanese newspaper articles 1920-1999 

• 560 South African newspaper articles 1904-1945119,462,212 million American 

newspaper articles 1753-2012 
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So what’s next for the British Library? 

• Center for Research Libraries, British Library and brightsolid 

combine to digitise seven million Africa, South Asia, and Latin 

American newspapers from Colindale 

• We recognise four key trends: 

• Newspaper digitisation projects and genealogy continue to grow 

rapidly 

• Capture of news in all formats is adding a new dimension 

• Connected citizens using social media for discovery 

• Instantaneous translation is making content accessible  
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Our current news content streams 
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Cumulative 
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A dedicated family history service? 
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The last word! 

• “ Access to the newspapers has provided me with an amazing amount of detail; much more than I ever 

dreamed I'd find. Such as the family in York from which three members were transported to Australia 

for completely separate offences, or my ancestor, described as "the notorious poacher", who stole 

seven fowl and received 9 months imprisonment then later shot a man in the face and received another 

9 months. I even have photographs of one ancestor from a race in 1912 in which he became the first 

man to ever paddle across the river Humber in a tub. Priceless information.” 

• “The newspaperss are a revelation! They help turn simple genealogy into real family history. I have 

found that a great-great-grandfather had a prize pig and won £1 at the local show, and that another 

great-grandfather was up before the beak for scrumping strawberries when he was 16 years old - you 

could only find this in newspapers where the content is indexed!” 

• “I teach a genealogy group and am always stressing how important it is to tell our ancestors' stories. 

Living in Canada, it would be impossible to do this without findmypast.co.uk. The newspaper 

database, in particular, is outstanding for this purpose. History comes alive within these digitized 

pages. Findmypast.co.uk has enriched my research to the point where it would be impossible to do 

without a subscription.”  

• “I just wanted to tell you that I tried your new newspaper search and within minutes had found what I 

was looking for. I have been trying to find out the circumstances that sent my great-great-aunt to 

Chelmsford Prison in 1891 for a long time. The search of the historical papers came up with four 

possible results and there it was.” 

 

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/search/newspapers
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Thank you 


