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ACTIVITY / WORKSHOP / DISCUSSION

ANALYSIS ---- FOCUS FOR ACTION ---- ACTION

[bookmark: _GoBack]The activity for exploring Chapter Two is designed to engage workshop participants in analyzing the possibilitites and actualities of legislation and guidelines related to school libraries in their area (local, regional, or national).  Their analysis should help them to focus on critical areas for action, and then to begin to consider what actions might be possible for them to take in order to improve school libraries in their area.

Legislation / Guidelines
- level of authority?		local     regional     national
- location of authority?	educational    cultural      shared between education/culture
- nature of authority?	mandatory      advisory
- areas addressed? 		mission    goals    ethics     staffing    funding 
- responsible for? 		establishing      supporting    improving

Information for Analysis:
Legislation and guidelines for Alberta, Canada and Texas, USA are presented in columns 2 and 3 of Table 1. Participants should be asked to provide information from their location (local, regional, national, as appropriate) in column 4.



Discussion:
1. Compare school library legislation and guidelines across the three locations. What differences and similarities stand out for you?
2. What change would be of the highest priority in your situation?
3. What actions might be possible to take to support that change?

Table 1   Analyzing School Library Legislation / Guidelines
	Legislation
	Alberta
	Texas
	My location 

	Level of authority
	provincial
	state

	

	Location of authority
	educational
	library and archives commission

	

	Nature of authority
	Policy - “school authorities must ensure that students have access to a learning commons”
Guidelines  - should

	Policy - commission must adopt school library standards
Guidelines/standards - school districts shall consider these standards
	

	General areas covered
	mission, outcomes, ethics 
NOT staffing, funding
	Learner-centered: teaching & learning, leadership & mgmt, technology & info access, environment, connections to community, LIS
	

	Mission 
	Support student learning outcomes – AB curriculum
	Support student achievement – TEKS curriculum, TAKS
	

	Outcomes
	Engaged thinkers, ethical citizens, with an entrepreneurial spirit
	readers, learners, critical thinkers, creative problem solvers, and informed citizens
	

	Evaluation
	NOT addressed
	Exemplary, recognized, acceptable, below standard
Strategies for librarians, outputs and evidence based evaluation
	

	Ethics
	Promote intellectual freedom, access for all, respect for diversity (e.g., Indigenous, Francophone)
	Promote intellectual freedom, access for all
	

	Staffing
	NOT addressed
	Master’s degree aligned with 6 standards, 2 yrs teaching experience
	

	Funding
	NOT addressed
	Librarians should advocate, cost guidelines for improving
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