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Frameworks for school libraries: School libraries exist within a framework of local, regional and national authority to provide equity of opportunity for learning and for developing the abilities needed to participate in the knowledge society. In order to maintain and continuously respond to an evolving educational and cultural environment, school libraries need to be supported by legislation and sustained funding. 

School libraries also exist within an ethical framework that considers the rights and responsibilities of students and other members of the learning community. Everyone who works in school libraries, including volunteers, have a responsibility to observe high ethical standards in their dealings with each other and with all members of the school community. They endeavor to put the rights of library users before their own comfort and convenience and avoid being biased by their personal attitudes and beliefs in providing library service. They deal with all children, youth and adults on an equal basis regardless of their abilities and background, maintaining their right to privacy and their right to know.
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Recommendation 5. School library legislation should be in place, at an appropriate governmental level or levels, to ensure that legal responsibilities are clearly defined for the establishment, support and continuous improvement of school libraries accessible to all students. [2.1-2.2, 2.4-2.7]

Recommendation 6. School library legislation should be in place, at an appropriate governmental level or levels, to ensure that ethical responsibilities of all members of the school community are clearly defined, including such rights as equity of access, freedom of information and privacy, copyright and intellectual property, and children’s right to know. [2.3, 3.6-3.8]
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