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Best practices
In France, school librarians (professeurs documentalistes) who work in junior high schools and high schools are recruited and trained at the same education level and have the same status as other teachers.

In South Tyrol, Italy, school librarian staff are recruited by the Province of Bozen to work in K-13 level schools according to their qualifications and training in librarianship (Province of Bozen Law n. 17/1990; Province of Bozen Collective Labour Agreement, March 4, 2006). A school library assistant must have completed secondary education (K-13) and a course of librarianship (at least one year of theory and practice). A qualified school librarian must have completed higher education (at least a three-year degree). See: Berufsbilder "BibliothekarIn" und "DiplombibliothekarIn" (i.e., Librarian and Qualified Librarian Job Profiles, at www.provinz.bz.it/kulturabteilung/bibliotheken/1459.asp)

In Portugal, since 2009, the school librarian (professor bibliotecário) has been a school teacher who has specialized in librarianship. See “Formação” (Education) at: www.rbe.mec.pt/np4/programa.html

In France, the competency framework for teachers, Référentiel de compétences des enseignants, presents a list of educational skills whose mastery must be accomplished by any teacher, including the school librarian. This list includes specific library and information sciences skills for school librarians. Information literacy skills must be recognized as essential for every member of the education community: This common knowledge is a prerequisite for any efficient pedagogical collaboration

Various pedagogical frameworks have been produced and used as guidelines for teachers: from Belgium, Media literacy skills: A major educational challenge [Les compétences en éducation aux medias: un enjeu éducatif majeur]; and from UNESCO Media and information literacy: A training program for teachers [Education aux medias et à l’information: programme de formation pour les enseignants].

In north Texas, USA, the school library directors for many school libraries meet monthly to exchange ideas and present new approaches to programs and services.

In the United Kingdom, there are well-established regional groups of school librarians that meet each school term for training and networking opportunities.

In Oslo, Norway, the school administration and the public library have made a collaborative agreement and meet on a regular basis to discuss topics related to the 120 school libraries in the city. The public library’s school service is staffed to advise and to provide loans of additional material to the schools. Advice is given in areas such as reading and literacy, collection development, and organizing the school library space. All school librarians and school teachers can seek help from this school service by e-mail or telephone. Materials that the schools cannot afford to buy or that they do not use regularly can be sent to the school library or directly to the classrooms.

In Michigan, USA, an elementary school’s Library Squad contributes to the behind-the-scenes work that keeps the library running smoothly. Once a week, these students shelve materials, collect books from kindergarten classrooms, and sometimes assist with labelling and barcoding new items.

In Rome, Italy, high school students enrolled in a special needs programme help to keep the library running smoothly, which contributes to library management and to the students’ personal development. The students also helped during the library renovation phase: This has stimulated improved coordination skills and wider interests, and increased their self-esteem.

In Hungary, it has been obligatory since 2012 for secondary school students to do voluntary work that benefits local communities. This voluntary work can also be done in both school and public libraries.
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