
A taste of the past :  
 Uncovering food histories through 

Malayan newspapers 
by  

Bonny Tan 
(National Library Board, Singapore) 



• Why food? 
• Why newspapers? 
• How newspapers? 
• What then? 



 

Why food research? 
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California Sandwiche 
Shoppe (Willis, 1936, p.46) 

Satai at the docks  (Willis, 1936, p.149). 

Willis’  Singapore Guide, 1936 



 

Why newspapers? 



 



 

They were each given a 

toy and a bag consisting a 

tin of milk, a piece of fruit 

and another bag with a 

curry puff, a piece of cake 

and some chocolate.  

Straits Times, 16 
December 1939, p. 11 



 

Singapore Free Press, 22 
January 1932, p. 1 

Straits Times, 3 April 1934, 
p. 5 



 



 



     Adam Ghat, who is in 

the background… is 

from India’s United 

Provinces. (He sells) 

Bengali roti buns and 

curry puffs…gluey 

kaya jam… molasses 

and duck’s eggs. .. He 

parks his travelling 

coffee-shop near 

Finlayson Green 

Straits Times, 23 February 
1950, p. 12 



 
2,154 results found for curry puff 

How do we do food research? 



 

Search terms defined by 
researcher 

Search terms defined by 
search results 



 

Multiple search terms in 
multiple resources 



 



 



 



Baked, puff pastry, 
potato curried filling 

Deep-fried, flour pastry, 
potato curried filling 
with egg 



Epok epok  - Malay 
origins 

Teochew, layered 

Indian samosa 

Chinese fried 

Western puff, baked 

Straits Times, 14 October 2007, p. 72 



 Epok 
Epok Samosa 

Fried curry puff 

Baked curry puff 

Curry puff search tree 



 

Straits Times, 26 
December 1982, p. 16 

Old Chang Kee 



 

Curry pop 

Kari pop 



 



What then? 



 



 



 


